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From: Marilyn Kerr 
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2013 6:34 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: James.MLA, Carole A LASS:EX; Murray.Rankin@parl.gc.ca; XT:Reid, Charles FIN:IN; 

bill.bennet.mla@leg.bc.ca; OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX; Horgan.MLA, John 
LASS:EX; andrew.weaver.mla@leg.bc.ca; leader@greenparty.bc.ca; GHInfo FIN:EX; 
director@stopsmartmetersbc.ca; mayor@victoria.ca

Subject: Smart Meter Opt Out Fee

Although I have no choice in paying the 50% plus rate increase triggered by the ill thought out Smart Meter 
initiative, I am writing to express my objection to the $35 monthly fee being imposed by BC Hydro for my non 
participation in this program. 

  

The cost of reading a meter as documented for their meter readers is $2.50 per read (bimonthly). This includes the 
cost of: 

-Obtaining the meter reading 

-Producing the bill 

-Postal Delivery 

-Processing the customer’s payment 

This cost is factored into the current hydro rates. 

  

Therefore, I am choosing option # 4, which is I will photograph my meter on a regular schedule bimonthly, calculate 
my bill and pay BC Hydro the amount that is due as per my usage.  I will accept a refund of $2.50 per billing period, 
retroactive to spring 2013 for periods when my bills were (very inaccurately) estimated. 

  

My refusal to participate in the smart meter program is based on my objection to: 

-A make work project which cost 2000+ jobs while awarding a large contract to political supporters; confirming that 
every job does not count. 

-A program which paves the way for time of day billing, which discriminates against families and the elderly. 

-Television commercials advertizing this as an initiative that will save consumers money; clearly never the case. 

-Replacing functioning, inexpensive, secure, and long lasting meters with the opposite when necessary grid 
upgrades were possible without this step. 

-The perceived benefits for me, which were explained to me by BC Hydro on the phone as being able to look online 
to see which appliances I had on. (I’m not going to turn on an energy consuming machine to see which other 
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energy consuming machines I have on. I’ll take a quick tour of the house. Maybe this is a benefit for much lazier 
people or people with much larger houses?) 

-Outstanding concerns of privacy, health, and fires caused by meter replacement in jurisdictions where smart meters 
have been implemented as well as jurisdictions where smart meters have been refused or reversed. 

  

Regards, 

  

Marilyn Kerr 

 




