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From: Carolyn Chodeck 
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 8:01 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: greg.reimer@bchydro.com
Subject: Letter of Comment RE: Smart Meter Program
Attachments: RE Letter of comment (compatibility mode).doc; RE Letter of comment (compatibility 

mode).pdf

Importance: High

Attached is a Letter of Comment that I hope the Commission will take into consideration.  Thank you for the opportunity 
to voice my opinion, which echoes the sentiments of thousands of BC residents who have concerns about the hasty and 
coerced implementation of the dubious Smart Meter Program.  
 
For your convenience, I have attached WORD and PDF versions of this letter.  Hard copies are being forwarded as well. 
 
Carolyn Chodeck 

E-928

cames
BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



TO:  The British Columbia Utilities Commission 
 
RE:  Letter of Comment for Consideration by the Commission 
 
DATE:  December 16, 2013 
 
 
 
Dear Commission Secretary and Commission Members: 
 
My position is similar to those already voiced by the many thousands of British Columbians who deplore 
BC Hydro’s attempts to force an ill-conceived and poorly-researched Smart Meter Program upon us.   
 
The arguments against this technology grow daily, as more and more of its serious consequences are 
revealed through research being done all over the world.  
   

 Some jurisdictions in North America and Europe are demanding that smart meters already 
installed be removed due to health, safety and privacy issues.   The explosion and fires in over 
60 smart meters in Forest, Ontario, provides one example of the safety issue. 

 In 2013 municipalities across BC called for a delay in installation plans until there was 
substantiated evidence that the technology was safe and secure from unwarranted access.   

 Reputable health organizations are warning of the dangers to human health from smart meter 
low-level emissions, which have been shown—among other dangers— to disrupt cellular 
metabolic processes and cause the overproduction of free radicals (carcinogens). 

 The United Kingdom National Security Council has warned of security breaches that could 
disable major population centres and hinder essential services.  

 Human rights groups have warned of privacy invasion through the unwarranted use of personal 
information that is gathered by the smart meter devices. 

 Claims that smart meters will save consumers money are rapidly showing otherwise.  Hugely 
inflated bills are a common occurrence after installation. 

 
Yet BC Hydro has chosen to ignore these concerns and to deny that there are consequences and 
problems.  They have arbitrarily declared low-level emissions safe, and have proceeded to force a risky, 
heavily flawed technology on the citizens of this province through intimidation and guerrilla tactics.  You 
may recall that the producers of DDT, PCBs, asbestos, thalidomide, and nicotine-fortified cigarettes, 
among many others,  also assured the public that their products were harmless, and for decades sought 
to discredit any research that showed the opposite.   
 
My concerns are not exclusively for the well-being of our citizenry, or about the bullying, intimidation 
and goon-squad harassment used by BC Hydro on those who dare to question their unproven and 
potentially harmful and invasive technology.   
 
My concerns are also very personal.  They are about my being a 72-year-old widowed pensioner in 
declining health.  They are about the fact that I live in a tiny 4-room cottage where the present analogue 
meter is located on the exterior wall of my one bedroom, 8 inches from the position of my head when I 
am in bed.   Were I forced to accept a smart meter, the device would be literally pouring low-level 
radiation into my brain as I slept.   
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My concerns are also that the only remedy to this unwanted and prolonged exposure would be to have a 
smart meter connected elsewhere on my property at an exorbitant cost to me of $10,000, as BC Hydro 
advised me in 2011 when I inquired.   
 
Since my modest pension cannot accommodate such an outrageous expenditure, I am now being forced 
to pay a punitive fee of $35.00 monthly simply because I wish to protect my health and well-being as I 
have always strived to do.   A part of that effort has been to avoid using any devices that emit 
microwaves, such as a microwave oven, a cell phone or WiFi.   
 
My analogue meter has not been read since January 16, 2013, and I have been receiving estimated bills 
based on 2012 usage since then.   However the November 14, 2013, charges, also estimated, have 
suddenly  mushroomed.   These current charges do not reflect my usage patterns, particularly since I 
was out-of-province for a large part of the time for which I was billed, and there was very little electricity 
being used in my cottage.    It now appears Hydro is exacting financial punishment beyond the $35.00 
monthly fee by falsely claiming increased usage on my estimated bills.  By the way, calls to BC Hydro in 
2013 to arrange an actual meter reading were ignored.   
 
And there are even deeper concerns:  ones that involve democracies such as ours.  Democratic 
governments employ safeguards to protect the populace from corporate avarice, tyranny, and folly.  But 
our present government has apparently stripped the British Columbia Utilities Commission of the power 
to perform the very safeguarding functions it was created to do.   This is an egregious violation of our 
democratic principles and rights. 
 
I would urge the Commission to stand up for the citizenry of British Columbia and for democracy.   
Rescind the punitive fee for customers who retain analogue meters.   Offer real options for those 
customers;  i.e., allow them to read their own analogue meters and report to BC Hydro, as hundreds of us 
have been doing for years.     
 
I am certain that you will have heard from other residents who have suggested additional ways to resolve 
these issues that are workable, fair, and ultimately could restore faith in a utility for which, unfortunately, 
legions of British Columbians at present have little or no trust or respect. 
 
Very sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Carolyn Chodeck 

 
CC:  Greg Reimer 
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