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From: arlene carson 
Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2013 12:09 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Smart Meter Program

Dear members of the BCUC,  
 
Like thousands of other BC residents, I have concerns on several fronts about BC Hydro's Smart Meter 
program. 
I believe that our concerns are sufficient that any BC resident who wishes to maintain and use their "old" 
analog meter should be allowed to do so, without additional monetary charge and without provocation by BC 
Hydro and its affiliates. 
 
I actively work to minimize my exposure, as well as that of my daughter, to wireless technology, as I believe it 
is prudent to do so in light of research data to date. I subscribe to the precautionary principle. This is difficult in 
'modern' society, and we are exposed to wireless signals we have no control over whenever we are away from 
our home. At home, however, I keep our exposure to a minimum, in terms of physical distance and exposure 
time. 
 
I do not own, nor do I use a cellphone. (I had one for a short period of time when a family emergency required 
it, but got rid of it as soon as possible afterwards.) 
I don't own a microwave oven and steer clear of microwave and cell towers. 
 
I believe it is my right to limit these kinds of exposures to the extent I am able, without having to pay fees for 
this right on my own property. 
 
Yesterday (Dec. 16, 2013) I received an ExpressPost letter from BC Hydro dated Dec 18, 2013 stating that they 
"have not yet received your meter choice option and the $35 per month fee to retain the old meter will be 
applied to your bill."  This was received a full two weeks after I had already notified BC Hydro of my decision 
(by their Dec 1 deadline). When I contacted BC Hydro by telephone following receipt of this letter, they 
confirmed that they indeed had received my decision, but "these letters were prepared ahead of time to go out". 
(I won't get into a discussion of this additional waste of taxpayer dollars preparing and sending out thousands of 
these harassing letters.) 
 
The $35 per month fee that BC Hydro is proposing to now charge me for my meter "choice" amounts to 
more money than my monthly electrical consumption. 
Stated otherwise, my bill will now be doubled (or more) each month from previous bills.  
 
This $35 per month fee is a significant hardship to me and my family. I can suggest several options to read 
my analog meter, including the option to pay BC Hydro in advance, with a rebate issued if consumption is 
lower. 
 
I urge you and your fellow members on the BCUC to rescind your approval of this interim fee, and urge you in 
your determinations to recommend that no additional monthly fees be imposed on users of "old' meters. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully yours,  
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Arlene Carson, PhD 
 
 




