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D-159-2

cames
BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



B.C. Utilities Commission 

 

Members of the Commission: 

 

 

 I wish to add some thoughts to my letter of comment D-159-1 posted on Dec. 2, 

2013.  

 After reading many of the letters of comment, it strikes me that many of those 

wishing to retain their original meters are both already health compromised, and living on 

the edge of financial collapse. And yet B.C. Hydro is on a maniacal mission to force them 

to comply. Thirty-five dollars a month may be a mere pittance for those in our society, 

such as many in Hydro or Government making $100,000 a year or more, and I am left 

with the impression that these high income earners just don’t care about the rest of us. 

Shades of Marie Antoinette—“ Let them eat cake “. 

  

 B.C. Hydro, as of Dec.12th is still doing aggressive and expensive mail outs to 

those of us wishing to retain our non- invasive meters and I have to ask, does NO not 

mean NO? 

  

 Many have suggested alternate forms of billing and payment, such as a meter 

reading once a year and incorporating either an equal monthly billing plan or using the 

previous year’s usage but including any rate hikes during the year. Many customers have 

indicated that they would transmit their usage on a regular basis. A grade 8 class would 

be able to come up with a resolution that would be fair and affordable. 

 

 In consideration of the fact that from the announcement of the interim monthly 

fee of $35:00 for meter reading, I assume that the Utilities Commission took the side of 

B.C.Hydro without considering the effects on Hydro customers. With that decision there 

is now a further rift, which will involve non- compliance and bitter feelings towards 

Hydro and Government. It really does not need to be this way.  

 

  Philip Marchant, 

  950 Carmen Crescent, 

  Gabriola Island, B.C. 
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