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From: Usha Rautenbach 
Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2013 10:20 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Letter of Comment - BC Hydro Meter Choices Program

December 18th 2013 
 
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
  
RE:  BC Hydro's Meter Choices Program 
  
Dear Madam Secretary and other Commission members, 
 
For a number of reasons I informed BC Hydro that I wished to retain my digital hydro meter. 
BC Hydro subsequently required me to make this further choice. 
 
I decided that ‘making a choice’ required me to do due diligence to find out what I would be letting myself in for if I did agree to accept 
the changes they were intending. 
 
So I have taken considerable time to study the issue. The deeper I went into the issue, the more I discovered there was considerable 
debate around the world, including experienced physicians voicing valid concerns, and experienced scientists whose studies I realised 
I could trust.  
 
As a result of doing this due diligence, my position regarding accepting a smart meter is even stronger and quite clear: this is a case in 
which the precautionary principle applies. I have no choice. My choice has to be to protect myself from harm.  
 
In letting you know my position, to opt to retain my analog meter, I speak not only for myself, but for others of my acquaintance who 
have been wrestling with this choice. I am feeling a deep compassion and concern for the many who have decided against their better 
judgement that they are simply not in a financial position to pay $35 every month for a change in an essential service that in their hearts 
they have questioned and resisted, and have now desperately given in to. 
 
So I ask you to reflect on these two questions:  
 
1. Do you feel absolutely sure that it is true that BC Hydro needs the opt-out fee to be so high?  
 
2. By confirming this interim $35 opt-out fee, will you be causing others risk?  
 
Thank you very much for considering my letter of comment. 
Frances Rautenbach, M.A. 
retired school principal 
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