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From: J von Gunten 
Sent: Thursday, December 19, 2013 2:46 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro Smart Meter Choices Program

Importance: High

December 18, 2013. 

British Columbia Utilities Commission 

Re:  BC Hydro's Meter Choices Program and the extra monthly charges of $35.00 per month fee on my hydro bill. 
 
I have been informed by BC Hydro that effective this month, I will be charged $35.00 per month for keeping my analog 
meter since I did not sign an  
Agreement with BC Hydro to allow the installation of a smart meter at my place of residence.  It is obvious that BC 
Hydro's extra fee for keeping my analog meter was to punish me along with many other British Columbians that decided 
not to go along with the smart meter installation.  I have refused to allow installation of a smart meter due to many 
concerns regarding my health that smart meters emit electromagnetic frequencies and radiofrequencies.   
 
I have done considerable research on this subject and truly feel it would further have a detrimental effect on my health as 
I presently have many health issues that I deal with on a daily basis.  The technology of smart meters has not been proven 
to be safe.  The American Academy of Environmental Medicine (AAEM) is an international organization of physician 
and scientists interested in the complex relationship between environment and health.  American Academy of 
Environmental Medicine physicians and physicians world-wide are treating patients who report adverse, debilitating 
health effects following the installation of smart meters, which emit electromagnetic frequencies (EMF) and 
radiofrequencies (RF).  Many symptoms reported fatigue, headaches, heart palpitations, dizziness, neurological, cardiac, 
reproductive disorders, immune dysfunction, cancer, and other health conditions and symptoms that have been shown to 
be triggered by electromagnetic field exposure.  In a well documented case series that is scientifically valid, it clearly 
demonstrates adverse health effects in the human population from smart meter emissions.  The evidence is irrefutable.  It 
is important to note that the data in the case series indicates that the vast majority of cases were not electromagnetically 
hypersensitive until after the installation of smart meters. 
 
Why should people who have analog meters be charged these unreasonable and exorbitant extra fees?  BC Hydro is in 
effect giving me no option but to pay this extra charge or go without electricity which I find this ultimatum to be 
extortionate.  I am a single senior citizen on limited government pension my only income and find this to be an 
unfortunate situation to be in at my age.  In keeping our analog meters, I do not believe that we should be penalized 
financially to have to pay these exorbitant fees for exercising our democratic choice and our human rights to protect and 
care for our own health.     
 
I am asking politicians and the BC Utilities Commission to respectfully represent me and British Columbia residents who 
do not wish to have smart meter installations done on their premises and also to find BC Hydro opt-out monthly fees of 
$35.00 plus our regular power consumption charge, a disastrous financial burden, unjustified and unacceptable. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
J. E. von Gunten 
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