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From:
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2013 7:36 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Smart Meters Fees

December 20, 2013 
 
 To: Commission.secretary@BCUC.com 
 
Please accept this letter, we were unable to participate until recently due to other hardships: 
 
 
 We will not accept a smart meter or an opt-out fee.  
 
 BC Hydro is not entitled to impose an opt-out fee and, by doing so, violates our rights. They are 
presenting fees in a manner which is misleading -- causing people to believe that your actions are 
authorized when they are not. 
 
 The fees are exorbitant and extortionary in the extreme, advanced with the intent of forcing 
people to abandon their rights of privacy and autonomy in their own homes, forcing them to 
abandon their right to be free from interference and free from incessant microwave exposure if 
they so choose.  
 
We can not afford to surround ourselves and our precious little children with microwaves - we 
refuse to allow their bedrooms to become a science experiment which would see them sleeping in 
their toddler beds cuddled up to a smart meter, playing with their building blocks just feet away 
while this very real threat, this experiment, maps out the future of our health. We as parents will do 
everything we can to protect our family, to keep them safe and healthy, ourselves as well.  
 
It is ironic that as a pregnant employee I was entitled to the right to refuse work and environments 
that I believed could be hazardous to my pregnancy (A pregnant staff member, upon her request, 
will not be required to undertake work which she believes is hazardous to her pregnancy. PEA 
Collective Agreement) and that under the Employment Standards Act, as well, an individual has a 
right to refuse hazardous work, yet now in our own homes our rights to safety and health are being 
stripped from us. If that were not enough, now we are being told that in order to retain those 
rights we must pay for them. Our rights to protection in our homes are clearly being eroded away -
this is terribly sad and very frightening. 
 
In summary, we refuse to be unwitting participants in a massive science experiment - 
encompassing you, me, our children, our children's children and the environment.  This fee is 
unfounded and creates undue hardship for our family. 
 
Sincerely, 

E-971

cames
BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM
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Catharine & David Berndt (and children) 




