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From: Susanna Kaljur 
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2013 4:37 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: letter of comment

Dear BC Utilities Commission: 

I am registered as an Interested Party and I am submitting this as a letter of comment 

Please consider the following information from a country with a similar climate and infrastructure as our 
own, Germany. 

"The German Federal Ministry of Economics (BMWi) has published a study analyzing the costs and 
benefits of a full roll-out of smart meters in Germany. It concludes that it is not advisable and not in the 
interest of German consumers to implement the EU targets which would require that at least 80 % of 
consumers shall be equipped with intelligent metering systems by 2020. 

Pursuant to No. 2 of Annex I to EU Directive 2009\72\EC of 13 July 2009 concerning common rules for the 
internal market in electricity,  Member States shall ensure the implementation of intelligent metering 
systems that shall assist the active participation of consumers in the electricity supply market. The 
implementation of those metering systems may be subject to an economic assessment of all the long-term 
costs and benefits to the market and the individual consumer, or which form of intelligent metering is 
economically reasonable and cost-effective, and which time frame is feasible for their distribution. This 
shall take place by 3 September 2012. 

The study, prepared by Ernst & Young on behalf of the ministry, was published on 30 July 2013. It shall 
serve as such an economic assessment. 

The study also makes recommendations for options to implement the newly introduced Section 21c para. 5 
German Energy Act which authorizes the German legislator to develop a different standard of smart meters 
for small customers. Such customers are not subject to the mandatory installation of smart meters pursuant 
to Section 21c para. 1 German Energy Act. 

The study comes to the conclusion that smart meters in particular for small consumers are not cost-
efficient, as the potential savings would be well below actual costs of smart meters and their 
operation. Therefore, it would not be reasonable to impose the 80 % target on German utilities and 
consumers." See link below: 

No Nationwide Roll-Out of Smart Meters Recommended According to Cost-Benefit Analysis 
http://www.germanenergyblog.de/?p=13875 

This study also makes it clear that it is not necessary that all customers (via mandatory installation) have a 
smart meter in order for the electrical grid to function properly, something BC Hydro has previously 
claimed. 

As a retiree struggling with an auto immune disorder, I am following my physician's recommendation to 
avoid unnecessary exposure to Radio Frequency Electromagnetic Fields (RF-EMF) which are classified as a 
Class 2B carcinogen by World Health Organization.(2011).  RF-EMF includes: cell phones, WiFi, cordless 
(DECT) phones, baby monitors AND smart meters.  I have followed my doctors orders and removed all of 
the above items from my home. My internet, telephone and computer are all hard wired.  My overall health 
and sleep is significantly better for it and my regular blood work reflects this improvement. 
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