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Ms Hamilton,
RE: BC Hydro 2015 Rate Design Application (2015 RDA)

After a preliminary look at the RDA, there appear to be two main issues:
1. The time line for review needs to be much longer. 4,900 pages of detailed information (kind of like an "Omnibus Bill?") need to be
examined carefully.
2. BCUC needs to immediately implement and enforce the recommendations of the November 2014 Review of the Commission to
enhance its ability to deal effectively with these types of applications..
After dealing with the BCUC over the past three years, by letter, Email and Telephone, I have first-hand experience with the
challenges that the BCUC faces in developing the rulings regarding these types of applications.
Does the pressure of time result in an apparent inclination toward accepting BC Hydro's data at face value instead of challenging the
validity and verifying the integrity of such data, perhaps through independent sources?
This becomes a complicated and enormous task when faced with 4,900 pages of BC Hydro documents containing technical jargon. I
only trust that the Commissioners David Morton, Karen Keilty,and Dennis Cote and each of your staff have the skills, qualifications
and wisdom to adequately challenge each and every assumption and projection offered by BC Hydro.
After reading the Report of the independent review of the BCUC, there appear to be several areas for improvement.
The following quotes are from the Independent Review of the British Columbia Utilities Commission Final Report, November 2014.
Quote " However, some directions go beyond articulating the policies that the BCUC is obligated to advance, by prescribing detailed
instructions to the Commission on matters that would, under normal circumstances, be left to the Commission to determine. In the
future, government should delineate policies to the Commission clearly, and in advance of Commission processes, then leave the
Commission to act independently within its mandate." Unquote
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