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May 30, 2016 
 
Ms. Laurel Ross 
Acting Commission Secretary 
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Sixth Floor – 900 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3 
 
Dear Ms. Ross: 
 
RE: British Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC or Commission) 

British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority (BC Hydro)  
Inquiry of Expenditures Related to the adoption of the SAP Platform  
(the Inquiry)  

 

BC Hydro writes in compliance with Commission Order No. G-62-16 (the Order), to 
provide our comments on the Proposed Scope of Inquiry attached as Appendix B to the 
Order.  

Proposed Scope of Inquiry 

We support the Commission’s proposed scope for the Inquiry to address the questions 
set out in Appendix B of the Order.  

We have suggested that there could be merit in an in-depth review in an appropriate 
Commission forum to achieve a common understanding of SAP-related expenditures 
(Exhibit A2-2, page 10). The Commission’s proposed scope for the Inquiry also aligns 
well to the scope of review proposed by the complainant, Mr. Dix (Exhibit A2-3, 
page 13), and to the Commission’s response to Mr. Dix’s complaint (Letter No. L-9-16, 
page 2). It is our view that the proposed scope provides the Commission the ability to 
address the allegations made in the complaint.  

Process for the Inquiry 

In the interests of facilitating an efficient and effective review, we propose that as the 
first step of the Inquiry we file consolidated information in relation to each of the final 
questions the Commission determines are in scope.  
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Since the complaint was filed in December 2015, the Commission has received 
submissions from BC Hydro and Mr. Dix, and gathered information through written 
requests to BC Hydro, all of which has been placed on the record for this next phase of 
the process. The existing information and submissions currently on the record are 
clearly relevant to the questions to be addressed through the Inquiry; however, the 
information and submissions are not organized to facilitate consideration of the 
Commission’s questions. In general, the information filing would involve taking what we 
have already filed on the record and reorganizing it to align to the final in-scope 
questions determined by the Commission. We would also update the information where 
appropriate, for example to include SAP-related expenditures to the end of F2016 
(March 31, 2016) per Item 1 of Appendix B to the Order. This consolidated information 
should assist new participants who have registered as interveners and interested parties 
to the Inquiry.  

If the Commission considers this to be appropriate and assuming the final in-scope 
questions set by the Commission are substantially the same as those set out in 
Appendix B of the Order, BC Hydro will be able to file the consolidated information by 
June 29, 2016.  

Following our filing, a round of written information requests by the Commission and 
interveners would be appropriate. We suggest that information requests be submitted to 
BC Hydro on July 14, 2016, two weeks later. We propose to respond to the information 
requests on August 12, 2016 which will provide us time to prepare comprehensive 
responses and will assist us in managing other demands during July and August 
associated with various regulatory matters, including the Revenue Requirements 
Application filing and the Rate Design Application hearing.  

We propose that the regulatory timetable include a step for participants to file written 
submissions regarding further process after we submit our response to information 
requests. This suggested process step would recognize that it may be premature at this 
time to set down all the process steps and timetable because the final scope of the 
Inquiry has not yet been set by the Commission and further information has yet to be 
filed in respect of the scope of Inquiry. We are of the view that the Commission would be 
in the best position to decide on what further process is required after it has received our 
proposed consolidated information, our response to information requests and the 
submissions to follow from all participants on the appropriate next steps for the Inquiry. 
Recognizing that there are interveners to the Inquiry that will be participating in the Rate 
Design Application hearing between August 16 to 26, 2016 we suggest that submissions 
on further process be filed by September 2, 2016.  
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For further information, please contact the undersigned. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 Tom Loski 
Chief Regulatory Officer 
 
rg/ma 

 
Copy to: BCUC SAP Inquiry Registered Intervener Distribution List. 




