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Name (first and last) Stephen Fawcett Date: October 20, 2016

Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, any 
relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any recommendations. The 
Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

Hello; 
     I live in , B.C.  We aren't serviced with natural gas in ,  so all our home-heating options are rather 
expensive.   My house is heated with electricity, with wood back-up.  Over the years, I have upgraded my older house 
with insulation,  double-glazed windows,  a mini-split heat pump (which is great!), etc. in an effort to lower my heating 
costs and do my bit for the environment.   But even with all those improvements,  I find myself paying the upper-tier 
rate during the winter months.     
      I question the whole strategy of the two-tiered electricity billing system.   It is clearly intended to "nudge" people 
into making better energy-use decisions.   If I had the option of natural gas,  it would nudge me in that direction, but 
that would be a bad decision for the environment!   Electricity is the cleanest, most environment-friendly, form of 
energy that we have.   All the new high-tech energy sources, such as solar and wind power, come in the form of 
electricity.   So it seems environmentally counter-productive to nudge people away from electricity.   
      If we want to nudge people towards better energy-use, we should be two-tiering natural gas and heating oil, to 
gently push them towards electricity,  and away from fossil fuels.   Why is only electricity penalized in this way?  What is 
the overall aim of this program,  and does two-tiering only electricity move us in that direction? 
  
Yours truly, 
   Stephen Fawcett 
  
 




