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Letter of Comment 
 
In accordance with the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, to submit a letter of comment 
concerning an application currently before the Commission, please provide a completed form to 
commission.secretary@bcuc.com. If email is unavailable, please mail the form to the address above. By doing 
so, you acknowledge that all letters of comment are published with the author's name as part of the public 
evidentiary record, both in print copy and on the Commission's website. All personal contact information 
provided on this page is removed before posting to the website. Forms must be received by the Commission 
by the last filing date included in the proceeding's regulatory timetable before final arguments. 
 
 
 
Proceeding name:James Van Alstyne 

 
Are you currently registered as an intervener or interested party? / No ] 
 
 
 

Name (first and last):James Van Alstyne 

City:  Province:British Columbia 

Email  Phone:  

 
 
 
 
  

The BC Utilities Commission is authorized to collect and publish a person or organization's personal information when they 
participate in a matter before the Commission under sections 26(c) and 33.1(r)(ii) and (iii) of the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act  (FOIPPA). Subject to FOIPPA, all documents filed in respect to an application will be placed on the 
public record. 
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Letter of Comment 
 

Name (first and last):James Van Alstyne Date:  17 November 2016 

 
Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the 
proceeding, any relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and 
any recommendations. The Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of 
Practice and Procedure. 
 

[Please write your comments in this box] 
There are three basics of life, food, clothing, and shelter. When motor cars, telegraph, telephones, hydro 
power were invented, they were a novelty, but as society evolved, these and many other inventions 
became essential to society as we now know it. Governments are a necessity, but have an insatiable 
appetite for money to spend, and not always in ways that are good for all citizens. So it didn’t take 
politicians long to figure out how to cash in on these necessities, {read tax}. 
 
It would seem that Hydro customers are being made to pay for Hydro’s mismanagement, and mistakes. EG: 
the $700,000,000 of power given to California, or the one billion dollars spent on Smart Meters. 
 
Customers are paying “delivery charges” for power. Unlike a truck delivering furnace oil, it costs nothing to 
deliver power to a customer, so why the charge? I find it unconstitutional, that some bureaucrat can 
arbitrarily pick a number, and say if you exceed that number, you must pay almost double for the excess 
amount. If the idea is to encourage conservation, then why are all floors of multi storied office buildings in 
Vancouver illuminated at night? 
 
We don’t mind paying a reasonable price for what we consume, but we find this two tiered system to be 
unfair, unreasonable, and unconstitutional, and should be rescinded. 
 
The ad Hydro is running, about the woman washing clothes, and using cold water to save electricity is bunk. 
If the ad showed her using low heat in her clothed dryer instead of high, the ad would be true. This just 
goes to show that Hydro isn’t always truthful. 
 
J.G. Van Alstyne 
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