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Letter of Comment 
 

Name (first and last): Cathy Scott-May Date: November 14, 2016 

 
Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, 
any relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any 
recommendations. The Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and 
Procedure. 
 

[Please write your comments in this box] 
 
The Current 2 Tier Block Billing used by FortisBC is intended to not only support energy conservation but also to 
encourage the use of natural gas as one strategy to reduce the demand for electricity.  I respectfully request 
BCUC reconsider this policy for the following reasons:  

1. Fortis supplies electrical power to our community of  but has not extended their natural 
gas facilities into the area. Therefore, the policy is a financially discriminatory practice against 
residents, such as ourselves, who do not have a natural gas source available to us. Given this reality, 
the current pricing structure defeats the intended outcomes for residents such as ourselves. For 
example, we have calculated that it would be cheaper for us to run diesel generators 24/7 in addition 
to our wood burning fireplace than the current cost of electricity, but this is not an environmentally 
acceptable approach nor would our neighbours appreciate the noise!    

2. When we built our home in 2002, the pricing policy at that time was designed to encourage use of 
electricity for home heating given that electricity is locally produced and was being marketed as 
“clean, green energy”. Hence, in 2002 constructing a moderately-sized home, use of electricity, and 
investments in extra insulation, energy-efficient windows and appliances, etc., were considered a 
responsible approach to home building. We agree that the pricing policy should encourage 
incremental and reasonable investments in new energy saving technologies over time combined with 
behavioural changes to conserve energy.  Sudden and significant shifts in policy such as the two-tiered 
block billing, however, need to recognize the long-term investments made by homeowners under 
different policy regimes.  

3. Natural gas is not produced in the  so I suggest that a full-cost accounting 
approach be taken that considers all social, economic, and environmental impacts of extracting and 
shipping natural gas to our area compared with the ongoing operations of the many dams that exist in 
our region. My career has involved working extensively with First Nations and non-aboriginal 
communities in gas-producing areas of the province and so know that there are significant costs 
associated with gas extraction and shipping that are not being fully accounted for. While electricity 
pricing policy should encourage conservation, it should not within our region, be used to encourage 
the use of natural gas over electricity. These are two separate objectives, only one of which is 
appropriate for our region.  

 
Therefore, it is respectfully requested that BCUC review the block billing rate structure with a single focus on 
encouraging energy conservation without defacto penalizing residents that do not have the availability of 
natural gas.  Furthermore, it would be appropriate if the rate adjustment be retroactive to July 1, 2012 when 
Fortis was directed by BCUC to implement the 2 tier Block Billing System.  
  
  
  

 

 




