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Letter of Comment

Name (first and last) Mayor Brad Unger Date: November 25, 2016 

Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, any 
relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any recommendations. The 
Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

At the Regular Meeting held Monday, November 21, 2016 Council received a copy of the correspondence Claire 
Trevena, North Island MLA sent you regarding concerns of the impact of the BC Hydro Two Tier Electricity Rate to 
North Island residents.   
  
Council is very concerned that the BC Hydro two tiered electricity rates are unfairly affecting consumers who rely
on electricity for home heating.   The impact of these two-tier rates on customers in regions without access to
natural gas is great and could be viewed as discriminatory.   The choices people have who live in rural and remote
resource communities like Gold River are limited as there is no natural gas available beyond the City of Campbell 
River.  Of significant concern is the method to establish “average”. How is a single family home, in an electricity
based community such as Gold River to be comparable with high rise apartment units with only a single wall 
exposed to the elements?  Dag Sharman, BC Hydro spokesperson in 2008 said 70% of British Columbians “will be 
better off under this new rate structure”.  This is not the case in Gold River as the determination of average makes
it almost impossible for a single family home to meet the tier 1 level, especially in the winter.  
  
We support conservation and believe all British Columbians should do their part.  It just seems the deck is stacked
against the residents in the establishment of “average” to determine tier levels and options compared with larger,
less remote communities.  We are sure many other similar communities cannot meet this tiered structured average
but support conservation measures.  We believe your “average” for tier 1, tier 2 determination needs to be 
revisited to consider comparable rates for communities such as Gold River.  
  
Council respectfully requests the BC Utilities Commission reconsider the two tier electricity rates specifically for
those areas/residents in BC who have no other choice but to heat their homes with electricity.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Brad Unger  
Mayor, Village of Gold River 
  
 




