
 

  

W	E	I		S		B		E		R		G					L		A		W	
C							O							R							P							O							R							A							T							I							O							N	

	 	
2730 Ailsa Crescent 

        North Vancouver BC V7K 2B2 
        Reply to: Fred J. Weisberg 
        Telephone:(604) 980-4069 
        Email: fredweislaw@gmail.com 
 
 

VIA e-File 
 

December 22, 2016 
    
Attention: Ms. Laurel Ross  
Acting Commission Secretary and Director 
British Columbia Utilities Commission  
6th Floor 900 Howe Street  
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3  
 
Dear Ms. Ross:  
 
RE:  British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority (“BC Hydro”) 

F2017-F2019 Revenue Requirements Application  
 Project No. 3698869 
 Non-Integrated Areas Ratepayers Group  
 Submissions Regarding an Oral Hearing 
 
We are writing on behalf of our clients, the Heiltsuk Tribal Council, Shearwater Marine 
Limited and the Gitga’at First Nation, collectively intervening as the Non-Integrated 
Areas Ratepayers Group (“NIARG”), further to the Commission’s letter	 dated	 2 
December 2016 (Ex. A-13) to provide submissions on submissions on “...whether some 
or all of the issues should be heard by way of an oral hearing, including sufficient 
specific detail on the focus and scope of any oral component.”  
 
NIARG concurs with AMPC’s submission that it is not appropriate to place a reverse 
onus on interveners to establish that an oral hearing is required.  Rather, an oral hearing 
should be the presumption for a BC Hydro Revenue Requirements Application unless BC 
Hydro demonstrates that a written process is more appropriate for some or all issues. 
 
As a general proposition an opportunity for interveners to conduct cross-examination, and 
for Panel members to ask questions in real time and with the option to pursue follow up 
questions, should be recognized as a valuable and sometimes essential part of the review 
process.  Concerns that cross-examination or direct questions from the Panel members 
are too costly or onerous for an applicant should not be the paramount considerations. 
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NIARG supports an oral hearing on the issue of Cost of Energy identified by the 
Commercial Energy Consumers Association of British Columbia ("CEC"), the issues of 
DSM, the impacts of Site C, the Northwest Transmission Line, IPP purchases, the Mining 
Customer Payment Plan identifies by MoveUP, and issues including clarification on costs 
and funding for RCE communities identified by ZoneIIRPG. NIARG intends to cross-
examine primarily on issues related specifically to Zone 1B and Zone II, with particular 
focus on expenditures in or related to the Non-Integrated Areas (“NIAs”) and generation 
and service options in the NIAs. 
 
As noted by some interveners, legislative parameters restricting the Commission’s 
review, capped rates and exempt capital projects have already prescribed a narrower 
focus to the proceeding than would otherwise be the case. Information Requests have 
been fairly extensive and BC Hydro appears to have provided generally reasonable 
responses to Round 1 and should be expected to do so in Round 2 as well.  NIARG is 
also mindful of the competing demands on its own resources, and those of BC Hydro and 
other interveners, in connection with Module 2 of the BC Hydro Rate Design Application 
and the consultation process that will precede it. Those circumstances should not 
preclude an oral hearing, but rather guide the Commission and parties in maintaining 
appropriate focus and scope. 
 
 
Yours truly, 

	
Fred J. Weisberg 
Barrister & Solicitor 
Weisberg Law Corporation 
Counsel to the Non-Integrated Areas Ratepayers Group   




