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Date Submitted: January 11, 2018 

Proceeding name: BC Hydro Waneta 2017 Transaction Project No. 1598933 

Participant contact information 

Organization or individual name: Regional District of Kootenay Boundary 

City: Trail 

Province: British Columbia 

Email: mandison@rdkb.com 

Phone number: 250-368-9148 

For organizations only - representative contact information 

Name: Mark Andison 

Organization (if different from above):  

City:  

Province:  

Email: mandison@rdkb.com 

Phone number: 250-368-9148 

Also representing (if applicable):  

Additional information 

Please state your reasons for intervening in this proceeding: 
The Waneta Dam is located within the boundaries of Electoral Area 'A' of the Regional District of Kootenay 
Boundary (RDKB) and represents a significant contributor to the tax base for a broad range of services 
delivered to communities within the RDKB. The transfer of the remaining two-thirds of the Waneta Dam from 
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TECK to BC Hydro would exclude the Waneta Dam from the RDKB tax base. The RDKB, instead, would 
receive an annual grant in lieu of taxation from BC Hydro. A decision to transfer ownership of the Waneta Dam 
from TECK to BC Hydro may have a direct impact upon taxpayers of the RDKB as a result of a change in the 
form of revenues to be generated from the Waneta Dam properties. Also, the TECK smelter is the largest 
employer and industry within the Regional District of Kootenay Boundary. A decision to transfer ownership of 
the remaining two-thirds of the Waneta Dam to BC Hydro may have a negative impact on the long term 
sustainability of TECK as a significant employer and major contributor to the tax base of the RDKB - which, in 
turn, could negatively impact the RDKB's ability to provide services to area residents. 

Please state how you are directly or sufficiently affected by the Commission's decision in this matter; or 
describe your experience, information, or expertise relevant to this matter that would contribute to the 
Commission's decision making: 
As the local government responsible for delivering a broad range of services to residents of the region, the 
Regional District of Kootenay Boundary has a significant interest in any issues that may impact the levels of 
taxation revenue available to deliver its services. The removal of the Waneta Dam from the tax base, with a 
consequent grant in lieu of taxation being received as an alternative, may impact upon the level and/or structure 
of revenues available to the RDKB to deliver its services. Similarly, if the sale of the remaining two-thirds of 
the Waneta Dam to BC Hydro jeopardizes the long term sustainability of the TECK smelter operations in Trail, 
there could be a significant impact upon the regional tax base that supports the services delivered to 
communities within the RDKB. 

Please list the key issues you intend to address in the proceeding: 
Potential public interest impacts associated with a change in taxation status of the Waneta Dam as a result of 
the sale of the remaining two-thirds interest in the Waneta Dam to BC Hydro; and Potential public interest 
impacts associated with diminished long-term sustainability of the TECK smelter operations in Trail as a result 
of the sale of the remaining two-thirds interest in the Waneta Dam to BC Hydro. 

For administrative purposes only 

Do you intend to participate fully, including attendance at hearings and submission of evidence or 
information requests, if applicable?: Yes 

Do you intend to request PACA funding? This does not impact your ability to participate: No 

Have you or your organization web-registered as an intervener or interested party in the past 12 
months?: No 

If yes, please provide your username:  
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