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From: BCUC <commission.secretary@bcuc.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 31, 2018 5:25 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Letter of Comment
Attachments: Sunshine Coast Community Solar Submission to BCUC re Net Metering.docx

Date Submitted: May 31, 2018 

Proceeding name: BC Hydro Amendment to Net Metering Service 

Are you currently registered as an intervener or interested party: Yes, Intervener 

Name (first and last): Gayle Neilson 

City: Gibsons 

Province: British Columbia 

Email:  

Phone number:  

Comment: 
I am the Chair of the Sunshine Coast Community Solar Association and in addition to many of our members 
having solar on their roofs, we have been encouraging the use of solar and educating the community about this 
very-low environmental impact alternate energy. The proposed changes will greatly impact our our non-profit 
association functions, including our plans to put together a community solar array. 
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Submission by the Sunshine Coast Community Solar Association 
re: BC Hydro Proposed Changes to Net Metering May 31, 2018 

The Sunshine Coast Community Solar Association was dismayed to hear about BC Hydro’s 
proposed changes to its Net Metering Program for customers with roof-top solar panels. Our non-
profit association has been encouraging the use of solar as an excellent way to transition away from 
fossil fuels and are in touch with other groups world-wide who are likewise encouraging solar. 

Some in our association have electric cars, which work hand-in-hand with solar power. In addition 
to community education and outreach, we have been investigating a community solar array but this 
is an extremely difficult proposition since BC Hydro does not offer a feed-in tariff such as exists in 
other jurisdictions. Instead, it merely offers a credit at the same price per kwh used and now even 
this in now being threatened. 

The vast majority of people with solar on their roof tops are still paying BC Hydro and their solar 
provides a modest credit, in most cases enough to help pay off the substantial costs of solar 
installation over many years. For those willing to go to the huge expense of installing more solar 
than they need themselves, we say “Good!”. The more people enrolled in net-metering the better; 
solar is a perfect complement to hydro power, which we understand is more prevalent in the winter 
months and solar can fill in for the summer months. 

With the need for society to switch to energy alternatives, surely our publicly-owned power utility 
should be encouraging, not discouraging solar power. We need to take a leadership role, as other 
countries have, and not be seen to be running away from this solar energy, which British 
Columbians are prepared to embrace. It is an excellent way to distribute the benefits to many as 
opposed to concentrating profits among a few users which is what run-of-rive has turned into. 

The minority of people who supply more power to the grid than they take, likely have very good 
reasons to do so, whether it be helping out a nearby family member or trying to effect long-term 
energy independence. Those who have gone to the enormous expense of installing extensive solar 
without the benefit of a feed-in tariff should be applauded, not discouraged. Such a policy also 
discourages the development of our fledgling green building industry. 

It is unfortunate that BC Hydro finds itself in the position of needing us to consume its over-
abundance of energy but discouraging solar is not the solution and this proposal does nothing to 
address the real crux of BC Hydro’s problems. It is just unfairly targeting the ‘little guy’. Solar pv is 
one of the most environmentally sound energy alternatives, much more so than mega-dams, run-of-
river or the hugely harmful fracking industry.  

In conclusion, we see no proper financial case made by BC Hydro to discourage net-metering and 
quite the opposite, it should be encouraged. We urge the BCUC to reject the proposal by BC Hydro 
to restrict net-metering and encourage them to meet with user groups to begin a broad-based 
consultation with the citizens of BC to enhance solar and plan for BC’s energy future. 

Gayle Neilson and the Board of 
Sunshine Coast Community Solar 




