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August 30, 2018 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

British Columbia Utilities Commission 
6th Floor, 900 Howe Street 
Vancouver, B.C. 
V6Z2N3 

Attention: Patrick Wruck, Commission Secretary 
and Manager, Regulatory Support 

Dear Sirs/Mesdames: 

Telephone 604 688-0401 
Fax 604 688-2827 
Website www.owenbird.com 

Direct Line: 604 691-7557 

Direct Fax: 604 632-4482 

E-mail: cweafer@owenbird.com 

Our File: 23841/0183 

Re: FortisBC Energy Inc. - 2017 Long Term Gas Resource Plan 
Project Number 1598946 

We are counsel to the Commercial Energy Consumers Association of British Columbia (the 
"CEC"). Attached please find the CEC's Information Requests with respect to Intervener 
Evidence with respect to the above-noted matter. 

If you have any questions regarding the foregoing, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned. 

Yours truly, 

BIRD LAW CORPORATION 

cc: CEC 
cc: FortisBC Energy Inc. 
cc: Registered Interveners 
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~ OF INDEPENDENT LAW FIRMS IN MAJOR WORLD CENTRES 
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COMMERCIAL ENERGY CONSUMERS ASSOCIATION  

OF BRITISH COLUMBIA (“CEC”) 

INFORMATION REQUEST ON INTERVENER EVIDENCE 

British Columbia Utilities Commission – FortisBC Energy Inc. 2017 Long Term Gas 

Resource Plan ~ Project No. 1598946 

August 30, 2018 

 

 

1. Exhibit C2-7, page 2 and page 7 

  

 

1.1. Please provide Mr. Grevatt’s views as to what would constitute a ‘timely’ analysis of 

DSM alternatives, including how long before the forecast date of capacity gaps the 

studies should be undertaken and completed. 

1.2. Would it be prudent to allow time for pilot projects to be developed?  
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1.2.1. If yes, how would that influence the time frames that are required in identifying 

DSM alternatives in advance of forecast date of capacity gaps.  

1.3. Please provide a description of what Mr. Grevatt would expect to be included in a ‘study 

plan’.  

1.4. Does Mr. Grevatt also propose that FEI undertake to develop a ‘transition plan’?  

1.4.1. If yes, please explain and elaborate on the type of ‘transition plan’ that Mr. 

Grevatt would recommend.  

1.4.2. If no, please explain why not.  

1.5. What capacity-focused DSM alternatives would Mr. Grevatt recommend be studied? 

Please list and provide a brief explanation of the alternative and why it should be 

included. 

1.6. Please provide a ballpark estimate of the size of study plan that Mr. Grevatt is 

recommending in report size and dollar value.  

 

2. Exhibit C2-7 page 4 and 5 

 

 
2.1. Are there other utilities of which Mr. Grevatt is aware that have had similar success? 

 

2.1.1. If yes, please identify and provide a brief discussion of their results.  
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2.2. Please provide a brief comparison of Con Edison and FEI. Are there any significant 

differences in size, location, or other factors that might prevent FEI from achieving a 

similar result?  

 

2.2.1. If yes, please provide Mr. Grevatt’s view as to what the differences may be and 

how they could be expected to influence results.  

 

2.2.2. If no, would Mr. Grevatt expect that FEI could experience capacity savings 

similar to the $85 million experience of Con Edison? Please explain why or why 

not. 

 

 

3.  Exhibit C2-7 page 10 

 

 
3.1. Please provide Mr. Grevatt’s views on whether or not there is potential for long-term 

value to ratepayers from incorporating all demand side measures available to achieve 

cost-effectiveness at a portfolio level versus including all those that are cost-effective at 

an individual program level.  
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3.2. Please provide Mr. Grevatt’s views on the potential for increased cost-effectiveness for 

individual programs to be achieved from having multiple programs operating 

simultaneously.  I.e., is there potential for cost synergies and/or economies of scale or 

scope to be achieved from running multiple programs? 

3.2.1. If yes, please comment on how these cost synergies or economies might best be 

achieved.  

3.2.2. If yes, please provide any evidence that Mr. Grevatt has with regard to the 

availability of cost synergies and/or economies and provide quantification if 

possible.  

 

4. Exhibit C2-7, page 10 and 11 

 

 

 
 

4.1. Does Mr. Grevatt have any evidence to suggest that portfolios with multiple DSM 

measures and high public awareness are likely to experience greater participation and 

create higher savings on an individual measure basis than they are when presented in 

isolation of each other?  Please explain.  
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5.  Exhibit C2-7, page 12 

 
5.1. Would Mr. Grevatt expect that FEI could achieve a 50% increase to their ‘Achievable 

Potential’ if they were to pursue “Maximum Achievable” savings?  Please explain why 

or why not.  

 

6. Exhibit C2-7, pages 15 and 16 
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6.1. If possible, please provide Mr. Grevatt’s expert opinion as to a ballpark estimate of the 

savings that FEI might be able to achieve.  

 

6.2. If possible, please provide Mr. Grevatt’s expert opinion as to what might be an 

appropriate level of savings for FEI to pursue.   

 

 

7. Exhibit C2-7, Appendix B, Testimony of J. Grevatt on Behalf of Sierra Club and 

NRDC Colorado PUC Proceeding No. 17A-0462EG page 11 

 
7.1. Is Mr. Grevatt aware of any sources of information that provide some analysis of 

company savings in Canadian jurisdictions?  

 

7.1.1. If so, please provide.  

 

7.1.2. If no, can Canadian companies appropriately compare themselves to American 

companies? Please explain why or why not.  

 

8. Exhibit C2-7 Appendix B, Testimony of J. Grevatt on Behalf of Sierra Club and 

NRDC Colorado PUC Proceeding No. 17A-0462EG page 23 and 24  
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8.1. Does Mr. Grevatt believe that the FEI Navigant CPR study is also ‘calibrated’ to 

typical rather than optimal performance?  Please explain why or why not and provide 

any evidence that Mr. Grevatt has to support this claim.  

 

8.2. Please provide Mr. Grevatt’s comments on the Navigant assumptions in the BC CPR 

regarding:  

a) Technological advancements 

b) Behavioural changes 

c) Implementation costs 

d) Effects of Regulation and Standards  

e) Customer acceptance and adoption rates 

 

 

 

 

 




