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From: BCUC <commission.secretary@bcuc.com>
Sent: Monday, April 8, 2019 8:47 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Letter of Comment

Date Submitted: April 08, 2019 

Proceeding name: Nelson Hydro 2019 Rural Rate Application 

Are you currently registered as an intervener or interested party: Yes, Interested Party 

Name (first and last): Eileen Delehanty Pearkes 

City: Nelson 

Province: British Columbia 

Email:  

Phone number:  

Comment: 
Nelson sits in the heart of the West Kootenay region, one of the most intensively developed for hydro-power on 
the North American continent. Fifteen dams and generating stations regulate the rivers, and have resulted in 
enormous ecosystem losses, flooded agricultural land and lost transportation systems. The dams and their 
operations have had a disproportionate negative impact on rural residents, who have experienced most of the 
losses from the operation of these dams and generating stations, and almost none of the gains. I object to 
Nelson Hydro's rural rate increase for two main reasons: 1. The increase unfairly singles out the company's 
rural residents for this rate increase. 2. As far as I am aware, Nelson Hydro has absolutely no mitigation 
program for fisheries losses, flooded land, or any other impacts from their own local operations. The other 
hydro-power companies (FortisBC and B.C. Hydro) provide some funding for mitigation that improve the lives 
of rural residents and the ecosystems that have been so harmed. Nelson Hydro has benefited from profits in the 
creation of hydro-power for a century. This company needs to learn to give back more, rather than continuing 
to take from the Kootenay River's ecosystem and, to tax rural residents in a region that has already experienced 
so many losses. My comments are cultural and human, rather than strict economic analysis. I ask the B.C. 
Utilities Commission to give this qualitative cultural analysis a more equal weight alongside the usual 
quantitative and economic view of rate increases. Thank you. 
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