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Date Submitted: May 26, 2019 

Proceeding name: BCUC Inquiry into Gasoline and Diesel Prices in BC 

Participant contact information 

Organization or individual name: Robyn Allan and Marc Eliesen 

City: Whistler 

Province: British Columbia 

Email: robyn@robynallan.com 

Phone number: 6049624160 

For organizations only - representative contact information 

Name:  

Organization (if different from above):  

City:  

Province:  

Email:  

Phone number:  

Also representing (if applicable):  

Additional information 

Please state your reasons for intervening in this proceeding: 
The Commission has been requested to inquire into an issue of significance to the people of British Columbia 
and to the performance of the BC economy. Robyn Allan and Marc Eliesen believe they can make an important 
contribution to the BCUC in the areas of supply, demand and pricing of gasoline and diesel from the 
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perspective of the macro-economy--the workings of the market, as distinct from the perspective of the micro-
economy, or the workings of any individual firm. In 2014 when the price of crude oil began to decline, but the 
price of gasoline--and to a lesser extent diesel--did not follow with the same speed or to the same depth as 
would be expected in a well-functioning market, Robyn Allan and Marc Eliesen began extensive research into 
this area. Ms. Allan in particular has written numerous articles on the disconnect between crude oil input costs, 
refinery and marketing operating costs and retail market prices. There has been a high degree of public interest 
expressed regarding the impact the Trans Mountain expansion project might have on refined petroleum product 
pricing. As a result of participating as Interveners at the NEB Trans Mountain review, both Ms. Allan and Mr. 
Eliesen have a strong working knowledge of the impact Trans Mountain's expansion will likely have on the 
supply and price for refined products in the BC market place under a scenario whereby the project does not 
proceed as well as under a scenario whereby it does. Allan and Eliesen wish to impart such information to the 
Commission. The companies responsible for refined product pricing--who know what drives refined product 
prices at the corporate level--have been silent on the reasons behind their pricing practices. The lack of 
accountability and transparency has opened the door to misinformation and obfuscation of the business and 
market factors involved. Individuals and organizations that opine publicly on rapid price increases often do so 
based on anecdotal information that is not supported by facts or data. This causes considerable confusion 
among the BC public and ultimately leads to poor policy making by government, charged with protecting the 
public interest. The confusion surrounding petroleum product price changes is compounded by the fact that 
there is a paucity of publicly available factual data related to supply (including interprovincial and international 
imports and exports) and demand. The information that is available is derived from disparate sources. Further, 
there is a lack of public information about how refiners prepare for planned maintenance, not only for their own 
facilities, but for when competitors undertake planned maintenance, as well as how the contracts with marketers 
ensure there is ongoing and sufficient supply. These sources of information which Allan and Eliesen have 
compiled form an important element in understanding the market, and as part of their participation would be 
made available to the Commission. 

Please state how you are directly or sufficiently affected by the Commission's decision in this matter; or 
describe your experience, information, or expertise relevant to this matter that would contribute to the 
Commission's decision making: 
Robyn Allan and Marc Eliesen have had lengthy and successful careers in both the public and private sectors. 
Both have provided strategic business management and policy advice to a variety of governments, First Nations 
and private companies in the energy sector. Ms. Allan holds a Master of Arts in Economics from the University 
of British Columbia and has held a number of executive positions including president and CEO of the Insurance 
Corporation of BC and vice-president finance of Parklane Homes. She was economic and financial advisor to 
the Barrett Commission of Inquiry into Condominium Construction, an expert witness for the Alberta 
Federation of Labour during the NEB Northern Gateway hearing and an expert intervenor at the NEB Trans 
Mountain hearing. She has been widely published on energy issues--including gasoline prices--and has written 
numerous expert reports on issues related to energy and the economy. Mr. Eliesen has been Deputy Minister of 
Energy in Ontario and Deputy Minister of Energy and Mines in Manitoba and has been Chairman/president and 
CEO of BC Hydro, Manitoba Hydro, and Ontario Hydro. In addition, Mr. Eliesen is a former corporate director 
of Suncor Energy Inc. and has a strong understanding of Canada's oil production and refinery industry. Mr. 
Eliesen has also participated in numerous energy regulatory matters including as an expert intervenor at the 
NEB Trans Mountain Expansion Project proceeding and the BCUC's Site C Inquiry. 

Please list the key issues you intend to address in the proceeding: 
The key issues Ms. Allan and Mr. Eliesen wish to address are selected with a view to support the Commission 
in its deliberations and decision-making. Allan and Eliesen intend to contribute research and analysis in the 
following areas: 1. Market Supply: domestic, intra-provincial and international sources of supply by pipeline, 
rail and truck, as well as imports and exports via tidewater. There are conflicting reports on the degree to which 
BC relies on US refineries for supply. Our analysis will shed insight into this issue as BC has historically, at 
times, been both a net exporter as well as net importer of gasoline and diesel. Time series data will be supplied. 
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2. Market Demand: Since price is expected to be a function of both supply and demand in a well-functioning 
market, it is important to provide information respecting demand for gasoline and diesel in a historical context. 
3. Price Determination in a Well-Functioning Market -- Economic Theory: the determinants of price. 4. Price 
Determination in the BC Market, with Particular Emphasis on Vancouver and Vancouver Island -- Economic 
Practice. 5. Trans Mountain: the Legacy Pipeline and the Proposed Trans Mountain Expansion Project. Supply 
trends along the existing line and factors that impact capacity for refined product. Expectations respecting the 
proposed expansion on supply and price for refined product. 6. Recommendations for Regulatory Oversight 
Allan and Eliesen intend to submit Expert Evidence by June 27, 2019, comment on the BCUC Consultant's 
Report, and make themselves available to the Commission during a scheduled workshop, along with any other 
support to facilitate the Commission in its work as requested. 

For administrative purposes only 

Do you intend to participate fully, including attendance at hearings and submission of evidence or 
information requests, if applicable?: Yes 

Do you intend to request PACA funding? This does not impact your ability to participate: No 

Have you or your organization web-registered as an intervener or interested party in the past 12 
months?: No 

If yes, please provide your username:  




