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Net Metering Program – Submission with respect to proposed changes – June 10, 2019 

I am the principal of Dependable Turbines established in 1978. Dependable Turbines is located in Surrey 

BC. We manufacture hydro turbines and supply the powerhouse equipment for water to wire packages, 

including very small turbine-generators that would be used for Net Metering hydro plants. 

BC Hydro’s proposed changes to the net metering program will greatly impact rural residence and small 

towns’ attempts to sustain an existence. To date I am aware of only six net metering hydro plants with a 

combined capacity of less than 500kW. Only two of these are private citizens. The others are a town, 

federal fisheries facilities and a monastery. 

I have searched DTL’s inquiries back to 2013 or 6.5 years for net metering possibilities on BC Hydro’s 

grid. We have had 24 net metering inquiries. Three 100kW sites were from large facilities with large loads 

so no surplus energy. The other 21 inquiries would have a combined installed capacity of 1050kW. 

The economics of a net metering micro-hydro installation is hard to justify even if the proponent receives 

10₵/kWh for their excess generation. As an example a 100kW hydro plant would cost about $2,500 - 

$3,000/kW to install. If the hydro plant has a typical 40% capacity factor, the energy would be 100kW x 

40% x 8760 hours/year = 350,400kWh/year. If the 100kW plant was installed to generate revenue from 

BC hydro at 9.99₵/kWh, the revenue would be $35,000/year. If the plant cost $250,000 to $300,000 to 

build, the simple payback would be 7.1 years to 8.5 years, not taking into account water rental, taxes and 

operation and maintenance, so not the best investment. 

If in the future a small net metering hydro plant were to be installed, it would most likely be in a rural area, 

this would reduce BC Hydro’s line losses and the energy would only go to the neighbours. The world is 

embracing green energy but this request by BC Hydro to amend the net metering program is going in the 

opposite direction. A progressive net metering program would be no cost to BC Hydro. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert Prior, President 
Dependable Turbines Ltd. 
17930 Roan Place 
Surrey, B.C. 
Canada V3S 5K1 




