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Request to Intervene 

In accordance with the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure 

(http://www.bcuc.com/Documents/Participant-lnfo/G-15-

19_BCUC_Rules_of_Practice_and_Procedure.pdf), a Request to Intervene form must be 

received by the Commission by the deadline included in the proceeding's regulatory 

timetable. Please complete the form below. 

Proceeding name* 

BC Hydro Net Metering Service Amendment Application 

Participant contact information 

Organization or individual name* 

John and Sharie Conroy 

City* 

Mission 

Province* 

British Columbia 

Email 

jconroy@johnconroy.com 

Phone number 

C21-1-1

ylapierr
Amend Net Metering Service under RS1289



604-826-8179 

For organizations only - representative contact information 

Name 

Organization (if different from above) 

City 

Province 

Email 

Phone number 

Also representing (if applicable) 

Additional information 

Please state your reasons for intervening in this proceeding.* 



Please state how you are directly or sufficiently affected by the Commission's 

decision in this matter; or describe your experience, information, or expertise 

relevant to this matter that would contribute to the Commission's decision making.* 

see attached submission 

Please list the key issues you intend to address in the proceeding.* 

1) limiting production to 110% of estimated load 
2) reducing the generation rate of payment 
3) acting contrary to the purposes and principles of the Clean Energy Act and contrary to the Global 

Climate Emergency 

Do you intend to participate fully, including attendance at hearings and submission 

of evidence or information requests, if applicable?* 

Yes 

Do you intend to request PACA funding? This does not impact your ability to 

participate.* 

No 

/ 

Have you or your organization web-registered as an intervener or interested party in 

the past 12 months?* 

No 



If yes, please provide your username 

Submit 

* Required field 

You may print a copy of this page before submitting. 

, Print ., 

To submit your Request to Intervene by email, mail or fax please click print and send the 

completed form to the following address: 

Mail: 

Commission Secretary 

British Columbia Utilities Commission 

900 Howe Street 

Suite 410 

Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3 

Fax: (604) 660-1102 

Email: commission.secretary@bcuc.com (mailto:commission.secretary@bcuc.com} 

The BC Utilities Commission is authorized to collect and publish a person or organization's 

personal information when they participate in a matter before the Commission under 

sections 26(c) and 33.1 (r)(ii) and (iii) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of 

Privacy Act (FIPPA). Subject to FIPPA, all documents filed in respect to an application will be 

placed on the public record. 
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John and Sharie Conroy 
12699 Stave Lake Road 

Mission BC  V2V 0A6 
 

Telephone:  604-826-8179 

Email:  jconroy@johnconroy.com 
 

June 12, 2019 
 
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Suite 410, 900 Howe Street  
Vancouver, BC Canada V6Z 2N3 

RE: Net Metering Program  
 Submission with respect to proposed changes – June 10, 2019 
 
We are writing to request that we be accepted as ‘intervenors’ in the Commissions 
deliberations on the proposed changes to the Net Metering Program and that these 
submissions be considered in your deliberations. 

My wife Sharie and I, as well as my daughter Ginny, her husband, David, and 2 
children, Ryan and Liam reside in 2 residences/households on property with  numerous 
outbuildings (barns, sheds, greenhouses) on approximately 40 acres at 12699 Stave 
Lake Rd., in an area called McConnell Creek , north of Hatzic Lake near Mission B.C. 
We have resided here since 1973. 

The front 10 acres is farmed, and we produce our own vegetables and some fruit, and 
the remaining acreage goes up a steep mountain containing several creeks that run 
down into Belcharlton Creek that runs south through the property. The previous owner 
ran a large undershot waterwheel using water from Hoffman Creek to power his shake 
and shingle mill in the ‘50’s. 

We have had a water license #063310 for domestic purposes (Ref#C116297 01A- 
Domestic 4.54609 m3/day) since January 2002, originally through Land and Water 
British Columbia Inc., until 2007, then the Ministry of Environment from 2008 until 2010, 
and since then to December 2019 through the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations, Water Management Branch. 

There are 4 electric meters on the property – one for each of the houses/residences, 
one for the main buildings/barns and one under the ‘Electric Plus’ plan for the domestic 
heating of the main residence and hot tub. Our annual electrical consumption is 
between 20,000 kWh and 25,000 kWh according to BC Hydro records. Note that this is 

average annual consumption and does not reflect the peak load (peak kW).  This works 

out to 2.85kw per hour as an average load per hour per year requiring a very small 
generation system to cover the estimated load or 110% of it. 

We have been contemplating for some years, putting in our own micro Hydro-electric 
system having installed a “splitter-box” to be able to switch over from the BC Hydro grid 
in the future and have commenced the process of measuring the flow in Hoffman Creek 
to try and accurately determine how much clean, renewable energy could be produced 
to cover our existing load, and with any excess supplied  to the grid to help pay for the 
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capital cost of installing such a  hydro water generation system, and to contribute to the 
making of clean energy. 

We have also had some experts on Micro Hydro systems, visit the property and advise 
us on what might be feasible and in so doing learned about the supposed changes to 
the Net Metering Program and how it will impact our plans, in particular by limiting our 
ability to generate power up to only 110% of our projected load instead of what  is 
feasible at the site up to 100Kw  and by reducing the rate of payment per kwh from 9.99 
cents to somewhere between 3.99 cents  and 8.65 cents thereby reducing our ability to 
reduce the capital costs of the generating system within a reasonable time while 
providing excess clean power to the grid for others.  

Our experts have advised us that our property could support a four-inch penstock, 
generating 21 kW or an 8-inch penstock generating 100 kW. Consequently, the 4 - inch 
penstock would generate significantly well over 110% of our load and the 8 - inch 
penstocks would obviously cover very much more than 110% off our load. But the site 
can generate 100kw and thereby contribute significant clean energy to the public grid. 

Consequently, given the price differential between the 4- inch penstock and the 8 inch 
penstock it only makes sense, given the capital costs of either, if we are going to put in 
a system to go for 100 kW to cover our load and to expedite cost recovery as both the 
100 kW and the 21 kW systems will produce more than 110% of our estimated load. In 
either case, under the proposed changes, we will, presumably, not only get paid less for 
the excess produced due to the reduced kwh generation rate, but will not get paid or 
reimbursed for anything produced in excess of 110% of our load and BC Hydro would 
simply get this electricity for free unless we incur the further expense of large storage 
batteries for that purpose, instead of storing it in the grid. If we are going to put in any 
system, it doesn’t make sense, given what construction will be entailed at the site, and 
the cost of equipment, to not put in the maximum available under the program and at 
the site. 

We are advised that a typical 100 kW system would operate at about a 40% capacity 

factor (we are measuring the flow in the creek which will then be used to determine to 

optimum kW of the hydro plant).  For say a 100 kW plant at 40% capacity factor could 

produce about 350,400 kwh/year and after deducting our modest  load of 25,000kwh = 

325,400kwh x 9.99 cents/kwh that could be sold to BC Hydro for about $32,000/year It 

is estimated that the cost to install a complete 100 kW Hydro system can range from 

$2000 per kilowatt if involving a lot of sweat equity to more than $4000 per kilowatt, if 

done by a contractor so the simple off-set could be anywhere from 6 to 12 years. 

Smaller systems will apparently cost more (economies of scale). 

We hoped we could create a system primarily to reduce our impact on the grid and with 
a view to converting vehicles (I have already switched to a hybrid) and other implements 
to electricity, thereby reducing our carbon footprint and committing ourselves to the 
purposes and principles set out in the BC Clean Energy Act 2010 RSBC ch.22 and 
participation in the Clean BC Plan https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/  to get people like us, who 
are fortunate enough to have a property that has a creek and substantial head, to help 
create more clean renewable electricity for all (like hydro power or PV panels) and 
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reduce our  hydro-carbon fuel use in our vehicles and other equipment and to contribute 
as much clean energy for  others who are unable to do so, to help reduce the impacts of 
‘global climate emergency’ when able to do so.(see attachment)  

Consequently, the most expensive system tailored to our maximum ability to produce at 
this location is the one that would not only offset our burden on the grid completely, but 
also enable us to supply significant excess to the grid and our neighbors, and thereby 
do exactly what the Clean BC Plan intends.  

To limit our ability to do this limits our ability to produce green energy at a time when the 
world is embracing it! 

 If you make it uneconomical to do it people won’t do it! 

It is therefore respectfully submitted that: 

1. Property owners who have a location that can produce up to 100 kW should be 
permitted to do so and not be limited to 110%of their estimated load to not only 
reduce their draw on the public grid but also to be able to sell any excess above 
their load to the grid at the current rate creating a revenue neutral situation and 
enabling reduction in the capital cost of the generating system within a 
reasonable time. If there is to be a rate reduction it should not occur until after the 
capital cost of the system has been recovered and then with an allowance for 
ongoing maintenance etc; 

2. Limiting the ability to produce available clean energy to 110% of ones estimated 
load  would be a disincentive to the owner to produce what is available at the site 
and is inconsistent with the purposes and principles set out in the BC Clean 
Energy Act and the Clean BC Plan and as such would be arbitrary and  
‘unreasonable’ as a matter of fact and law; 

3. Reducing the generation rate of reimbursement for annual excess power from 
9.99c to somewhere between 3.99 cents and 8.50 cents or at all, will also reduce 
the incentive to a site owner to make the most clean energy available from the 
capable site to accomplish the objectives of reducing ones draw on the existing 
grid and importantly contributing as much as one can to it. Again, any such 
reduction should not take place, if at all, at least until after the cost of creating the 
generating system has been recovered and even then, such producers should be 
appreciated for their contribution and any ongoing costs and not penalized for 
doing so.; 

4. The fact that only a few individuals are getting most of the funds available under 
the program indicates that not enough site capable owners are participating and 
more should be encouraged to do so to meet our overall clean energy goals. 
While BC Hydro loses a small amount of revenue from the small number of 
existing producers, only 16 out of 1851 are producing more than 50kW, it is 
receiving a significant amount of excess kWh produced that it sells to our 
neighbor’s for more than it pays for it thereby making the program at least 
revenue neutral if not profitable for BC Hydro while also contributing to the urgent 
fight against the ’climate emergency’. 
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It is respectfully submitted that the cost of the Net Metering Program, if any, is a mere 
pittance relative to BC Hydro’ per year production of $5.5 billion worth of electricity to 
1.8 million customers and the Programs benefits to BC and the planet in the fight 
against climate emergency are incalculable and clearly worthwhile relative to the climate 
problems we are now seeing on a daily basis. 

Again, it is submitted that the proposed changes are contrary to the stated purposes, 
principles and objectives set out in s.2 of the Clean Energy Act B.C, that include, in 
addition to those set out in BC Hydro’s submission at p.8: 

(a) to achieve electricity self-sufficiency; 

(c) to generate at least 93% of the electricity in British Columbia from clean or 
renewable resources and to build the infrastructure necessary to transmit that 
electricity; 

(h) to encourage the switching from one kind of energy source or use to 
another that decreases greenhouse gas emissions in British Columbia; 

(m) to maximize the value, including the incremental value of the resources 
being clean or renewable resources, of British Columbia's generation and 
transmission assets for the benefit of British Columbia; 
 
(n) to be a net exporter of electricity from clean or renewable resources with 
the intention of benefiting all British Columbians and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions in regions in which British Columbia trades electricity while protecting 
the interests of persons who receive or may receive service in British Columbia; 
 

As indicated above, we would like to be approved as intervenors in this process and to 
further participate in opposing these negative changes at any hearings conducted by 
the Commission. At least we ask you to take these submissions, into account in your 
deliberations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

John & Sharie Conroy and Family  
12699 Stave Lake Rd. 
Mission, B.C. 
Canada’V2V 0A6 

 
 

 




