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William J. Andrews 
Barrister & Solicitor 

1958 Parkside Lane, North Vancouver, BC, Canada, V7G 1X5 

Phone: 604-924-0921, Fax: 604-924-0918, Email: wjandrews@shaw.ca 

October 25, 2019 

British Columbia Utilities Commission  

Sixth Floor, 900 Howe Street, Box 250  

Vancouver, BC, V6Z 2N3  

Attn: Patrick Wruck, Commission Secretary 

By Email: commission.secretary@bcuc.com 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Re: FortisBC Energy Inc. 2019-2022 Demand Side Management Industrial Expenditure 

Budget Transfer 

B.C. Sustainable Energy Association Comment

This is a comment by the B.C. Sustainable Energy Association, in accordance with the 

Commission’s October 8, 2019 letter [Exhibit A-2] inviting letters of comment from members of 

the public and interveners in the 2019-2022 DSM Expenditures Plan Proceeding on FEI’s 

September 8, 2019 request for approval to transfer planned DSM funds from other program areas 

into the Industrial Program Area in the event that the proposed budget transfer exceeds 25% of 

the total Industrial Program Area planned 2019 expenditures (Application).
1
 To confirm, BCSEA

was an intervener in the 2019-2022 DSM Expenditures Plan Proceeding.  

Subsequent to the invitation to submit letters of comment, the Commission issued Order G-254-

19 dated October 23, 2019
2
 establishing a regulatory timetable that includes the letters of

comment due by October 25 and also provides for a BCUC information request to FEI due 

October 24 and FEI’s responses due October 30. Further process is “to be determined.” BCUC 

IR 1 to FEI was filed on October 24.
3

BCSEA supports Commission approval of the Application, for the reasons that follow. 

With reference to the approved 2019 - 2022 DSM Plan, FEI seeks approval to transfer $3.44 

million for 2019 to the Industrial program area from the Commercial and Residential program 

areas. This would approximately double the approved 2019 Industrial allocation. The 

Commission’s approval is required because the change to the Industrial spending exceeds the 

25% of plan threshold up to which FEI is allowed to transfer DSM funding between program 

areas. The consequent reductions in the Commercial and Residential program areas are below the 

25% threshold.  

The opportunity to increase the 2019 Industrial allocation comes because of greater than 

anticipated uptake of industrial programs and the timing of the start and completion dates of 

some initiatives. BCSEA is satisfied that this is reasonable and desirable.  
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Regarding the impact of the proposed transfer on the Commercial and Residential program areas, 

the projected 2019 spending as a percentage of Plan is 87% for Residential, 83% for 

Commercial, and 99% for Low Income.
4
 BCSEA is always concerned about underspending of 

DSM allocations. However, projected 2019 total Plan spending would be at 98% of the approved 

total 2019 Plan with the proposed transfer.
5
 BCSEA participates in FEI’s Energy Efficiency and 

Conservation Advisory Group (EECAG), and was briefed by FEI on the proposed transfer of 

allocation to the Industrial program area. BCSEA is satisfied that FEI remains fully committed to 

implementing programs within the Residential and Commercial program areas and that the 

proposed reallocation will not detract from energy savings in the Residential and Commercial 

program areas.  

The Commission’s October 24, 2019 information requests to FEI canvass the impact of the 

proposed reallocation on the Portfolio TRC and “adequacy” under the DSM Regulation, FEI’s 

contingency plans in the event of unexpectedly high applications in Commercial and Residential 

programs in the latter months of 2019, and FEI’s plans to increase spending in the Commercial 

and Residential program areas in the 2020 to 2022 portion of the DSM expenditure schedule. 

While BCSEA looks forward to FEI’s responses to the Commission IRs, it is unlikely that 

anything in FEI’s responses would negate BCSEA’s inclination to support the application. To be 

ultra cautious, BCSEA could defer expressing its position on the Application until the IR 

responses are filed. However, in the interest of regulatory efficiency, BCSEA is willing to 

express support for the Application at this time. BCSEA notes that FEI will present actual 

Program Area expenditures and any transfer of funds between Program Areas as part of its 2019 

DSM Annual Report,
6
 which BCSEA anticipate reviewing in the EECAG process. 

For the reasons set out above, BCSEA supports Commission approval of the Application. If the 

Commission decides to establish further regulatory process to follow FEI’s responses to BCUC 

IR1 the BCSEA would appreciate the opportunity to participate. 

All the above is respectfully submitted. 

Yours truly, 

William J. Andrews 
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