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William J. Andrews 
Barrister & Solicitor 

1958 Parkside Lane, North Vancouver, BC, Canada, V7G 1X5 
Phone: 604-924-0921, Fax: 604-924-0918, Email: wjandrews@shaw.ca 

November 15, 2019 

British Columbia Utilities Commission  
Suite 410, 900 Howe Street  
Vancouver, BC, V6Z 2N3  
Attn: Patrick Wruck, Commission Secretary  
By Web Posting 

Dear Sir: 

Re: British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority Application to Amend Net Metering 
Service under Rate Schedule 1289 ~ Project No. 1599004 
B.C. Sustainable Energy Association, Request for decision on process 

I am writing on behalf of the intervener BCSEA to ask that the Panel implement steps to allow 
this proceeding to move forward.  

At the time of writing, the procedural status quo includes the following elements: 

 The proceeding is suspended pending the outcome of a Reconsideration Application.1 

 A Reconsideration Panel has been appointed2 and an initial regulatory timetable has been 
established (the Reconsideration Proceeding). 

 The primary issue in the Reconsideration Proceeding is whether the Original Panel erred 
in setting November 14, 2019 as deadline for intervener evidence3 rather than November 
22, 2019 as requested by the intervener Net Metering Ratepayers Group (NMRG).  

 BC Hydro submitted a November 14, 2019 letter in the Reconsideration Proceeding 
indicating that it does not object to an extension of the deadline for intervener evidence 
to November 25, 2019.4 

 The initial regulatory timetable in the Reconsideration Proceeding calls for BC Hydro to 
provide further comments if any by November 18, 2019 and NMRG reply comments by 
November 22, 2019. 

  

                                                           
1 Exhibit A-14, Order G-281-19, November 13, 2019. 
2 The Reconsideration Panel is different than the Original Panel. Commissioner Anna Fung, QC 
is the Reconsideration Panel. The Original Panel is comprised of Commissioners Cote (chair), 
Revel and Mason.  
3 Exhibit A-13, Order G-276-19, November 7, 2019. 
4 BC Hydro states, “From a resourcing perspective, BC Hydro has no objection to an extension 
of the deadline for the filing of Intervener Evidence to November 25, 2019, if the BCUC 
determines that an extension is warranted.” Exhibit C1-1 in the Reconsideration Proceeding. 
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BCSEA respectfully provide the following observations: 

 At the present time, there is no deadline for intervener evidence. The November 14, 2019 
deadline for intervener evidence (set before the proceeding was suspended) has no 
current relevance, because the date has passed.5  

 A deadline of November 25, 2019 for intervener evidence would meet NMRG’s request6 
and BC Hydro has stated it does not oppose that date. BCSEA confirms that it does not 
oppose a November 25, 2019 deadline for intervener evidence.  

 All the parties should be given an opportunity to provide comments on determination of 
the deadline for intervener evidence. There is no apparent reason for other interveners to 
oppose a November 25 deadline for intervener evidence, but of course BCSEA does not 
speak for other interveners.  

 The Original Panel has authority to resume (‘un-suspend’) the Original Proceeding and to 
set a new deadline for intervener evidence.7 

 What happens with the Reconsideration Proceeding is entirely up to the Reconsideration 
Panel, not the Original Panel. If, hypothetically, the Original Panel sets a new deadline 
for intervener evidence, then questions such as whether the Reconsideration Application 
has become moot are for the Reconsideration Panel to determine based on submissions in 
that proceeding.  

BCSEA’s goal in this proceeding is to foster the development of BC Hydro’s Net Metering 
Program. BCSEA has a strong interest in this proceeding moving forward in a manner that is fair 
to the participants, efficient in terms of making the best use of time and resources, and effective 
in terms of the Panel being able to make the appropriate decisions based on the evidence and 
arguments.  

To be specific, BCSEA wants to see intervener evidence filed according to a fair deadline and 
BCSEA does not want the current proceeding to be delayed unnecessarily. Many of the issues in 
this proceeding go back all the way to BC Hydro’s April 20, 2018 application regarding the Net 
Metering Program. Regulatory uncertainty puts a damper on expanded participation in the Net 
Metering Program. BCSEA wants to see timely and fair resolution of all the issues in the current 
proceeding.  

In summary, BCSEA respectfully asks the Panel to:  

1. resume the proceeding, and 

2. invite comments from BC Hydro and the interveners on (a) whether November 25, 2019 
should be the deadline for intervener evidence and if not what the deadline should be, and 

                                                           
5 In the present situation, the decision (that November 14, 2019 is the deadline for intervener 
evidence) is simply obsolete as a practical matter. It is immaterial, now, whether this obsolete 
deadline is also suspended pending the outcome of the Reconsideration Application by Order G-
281-19.  
6 Exhibit C23-6, November 6, 2019. 
7 Rules 27.01 and 27.02. 
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(b) any factors that the Panel should consider in rescheduling the remainder of the 
regulatory timetable. 

All the above is respectfully submitted. 

Yours truly, 

William J. Andrews 

 
Barrister & Solicitor 


