
December 19, 2019 

Mr. Patrick Wruck,  
Commission Secretary and Manager, Regulatory Support, 
British Columbia Utilities Commission,  
Suite 410, 900 Howe Street,  
Vancouver, BC  
V6Z 2N3 

Dear Mr. Wruck,  

Re: FortisBC Clean Growth Innovation Fund 

Foresight is Western Canada’s Cleantech Innovation Center that fuels the identification and 
commercialization of the transformational technologies needed to address today’s urgent energy, 
resource and industry challenges. Since 2013, Foresight has been the only organization in Western 
Canada focused on the acceleration and adoption of clean technologies across multiple industrial 
sectors. We support companies from launch to commercialization through training, programming, 
networks and support. We have also run several industry innovation match-making programs that 
helped many large industry partners achieve breakthrough results by leveraging and investing in earlier 
stage technologies.  

Over the past six years, Foresight’s programs have supported over 300 member companies who have 
subsequently created over 3000 jobs, raised $100 million in funding and generated $35 million in 
revenues. We focus on sectors with high potential for growth and positive environmental impact 
including mining; oil and gas; manufacturing; water; transportation; robotics; energy; forestry; smart 
buildings; waste management; advanced materials and agriculture.  

The CleanBC plan has set ambitious targets for achieving decarbonisation goals in industry, 
transportation and buildings and investment in innovation is a fundamental requirement to achieve 
these goals. FortisBC is taking a leadership role by proposing a Clean Growth Innovation Fund 
mechanism to support technologies that can meet the expectations of policy such as the 15 percent 
renewable gas requirement for industry. This Fund is a welcome and much needed addition to local 
financing options for cleantech SMEs in the Province, the start to filling the funding gap in the 
ecosystem. 

At Foresight, a number of BC based cleantech SMEs in our network are working towards driving 
affordable low emission energy systems including RNG, electric vehicles, hydrogen production and 
utilisation, carbon capture and storage and advanced energy technologies. These technologies range 
from pre-commercial to commercial, spanning the Technology Readiness Levels (TRLs) from 4-9. By 
supporting these technologies through funding from the Clean Growth Innovation Fund from FortisBC, 
these technologies will be developed, tested, optimized to local operating conditions, demonstrated and 
deployed to work within BC’s climate policy context. This is a win-win, as the companies now have a 
strategic investor in a domestic market and a deployment partner to support commercialization all while 
using ‘made in Canada technology’ to support climate objectives. This funding will complement existing 
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academic excellence from local Universities and technology commercialization programs such as those 
operated at Foresight.  

Recently, FortisBC has taken a role in an Advisory Group capacity for BC’s Cleantech Cluster (led by 
Foresight) and has actively joined roundtable meetings related to low carbon gaseous fuel development 
and deployment in the Province.  

There is an imperative need for the Clean Growth Industry Fund that FortisBC is proposing to help meet 
CleanBC targets, and will benefit British Columbia as a whole. We support strongly recommend that the 
BC Utilities Commission support the approval of the Clean Growth Innovation Fund, as it is a positive 
step towards supporting BC innovation to meet the needs of the Province. 

Yours sincerely,  

  
 
JEANETTE JACKSON  
Managing Director  
Foresight Cleantech Accelerator Centre  
604.216.1194 | jjackson@foresightcac.com  
www.foresightcac.com 

 

cc:  

Doug Slater, Director, Regulatory Affairs, Fortis BC 
Dina Roy, Vice President, Regulatory Affairs, Fortis BC 
Douglas L. Stout, Vice President Market Development and External Relations, Fortis BC  
Tyler Bryant, Public Policy Manager, Fortis BC 
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