
1

Date Submitted: December 27, 2019 

Proceeding name: BC Hydro Fleet Electrification Rate 

Are you currently registered as an intervener or interested party: Yes, Interested Party 

Name (first and last): Suzanne Goldberg 

City:   

Province: British Columbia 

Email:   

Phone number:   

Comment: 
ChargePoint is the leading electric vehicle charging network in the world, with over 2,600 charging ports in British 
Columbia. ChargePoint provides EV charging hardware products and network services to both public and private 
charging site hosts, including hundreds of electric vehicle fleet customers ranging from light‐duty municipal fleets, to 
large private logistics companies, transit, and waste collection agencies. ChargePoint has a number of fleet customers in 
British Columbia, and the proposed fleet rates are relevant to our company and customers. 
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December 27, 2019

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Patrick Wruck  
Commission Secretary 
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Suite 410, 900 Howe St. 
Vancouver, BC  
V6Z 2N3 

RE: British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority (BC Hydro)  
Fleet Electrification Rate Application, Project No. 1599032 

Dear Sir, 

ChargePoint is writing to express support for BC Hydro’s Fleet Rate Application (the “Application”, 

Exhibit B-1) that consists of two new optional service rates for fleets with demand of 150 kW or greater. 

The rates include the “Demand Transition Rate,” which will temporarily eliminate demand charges, and 

the “Overnight Rate,” which will only apply demand charges during the day. ChargePoint supports the 

two proposed optional service rates and believes that they will achieve BC Hydro’s goal of encouraging 

fleet electrification.   

ChargePoint is the leading electric vehicle charging network in the world, with 105,100 places to charge 

across the globe, including over 2,600 charging ports in British Columbia. ChargePoint has over ten years 

of experience providing EV charging hardware products and network services to both public and private 

charging site hosts, including hundreds of electric vehicle fleet customers ranging from light-duty 

municipal fleets, to large private logistics companies, transit, and waste collection agencies.  

As indicated by BC Hydro in its Application, demand charges can represent a significant cost for fleets 

and serve as a barrier to electrification, especially when fleets are in the early stages of an electrification 

transition and charging station utilization is low. The two proposed rates address these barriers by 

providing temporary cost reductions for fleets with initially low utilization and, in the case of time-based 

demand charges, an incentive for fleets to efficiently manage charging activity to maximize overnight 

charging. Further, the proposed rates provide customers with optionality. Given the diversity of fleets 

electrifying in the province (e.g. taxis, couriers, tour operators, transit, urban delivery, etc.), this 

optionality will allow fleets to select the rate that best matches their operations and charging 

management approach.  

The potential for fleet electrification in British Columbia is significant. Fleets move markets. They buy in 

bulk, assess capital and operating cost over the life of a vehicle, and commonly have greenhouse gas 

emission (GHG) targets. Therefore, the scale and pace at which fleets electrify and reduce transportation 



GHG emissions is anticipated to be much faster than consumer vehicles. For example, a recent study by 

Navigant Research found that, within the next decade, the global share of electric buses could grow to 

33 per cent by 2030.1 In British Columbia, commitments from transit agencies and other local fleets 

suggests that provincial electrification trends will be in line or exceed global projections. This 

momentum in fleet electrification, supported by government policies and mechanisms to address 

investment barriers, such as the proposed fleet rates, will have an important and positive impact on 

provincial transportation electrification and GHG targets.  

It should also be noted that investment barriers associated with low charging station utilization affect 

the broad range of EV charging loads (e.g. public and corridor fast charging) beyond fleet. Therefore, we 

encourage BC Hydro to develop new service rates for these loads in the near future. Such rates are 

important to supporting the public and private charging infrastructure investment needed to achieve 

the province’s near- and long-term goals for zero emission vehicle sales.  

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input into this process. Please contact us with any questions 

you may have.  

Sincerely, 

Suzanne Goldberg  

Director, Public Policy – Canada 

ChargePoint  

1 Navigat Research (2019), Electric Bus Report: Press Release. https://www.navigantresearch.com/news-and-
views/global-share-of-electric-buses-is-expected-to-grow-to-nearly-33-by-2030 
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