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February 18, 2020 

The Commission Secretary  

British Columbia Utilities Commission 

Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 

Vancouver, BC V6Z2N3 

Jim Culp   

  

 

Dear Commission Secretary 

In Reference to the Pacific Northern Gas (PNG) (N.E.) Ltd. 2019 Consolidated Resource Plan. 

The Council of Canadian Terrace Chapter (COCTC) and the BC Federation of Fly Fishers (BCFFF) 
are very concerned and disappointed over a section in the Resource Plan that focuses on the 
reactivation of the “PNG Looping Project pipeline”, which is a twinning of their current 10” 
diameter pipeline with a 24” diameter pipeline from Summit Lake to Telkwa. 

At Telkwa, the line would branch off on-to a new route located behind Smithers and carry on in 
a westerly direction through the Upper Class 1 Section of the Zymoetz (Copper) River Valley and 
then veer south to a confluence somewhere within the existing PNG pipeline vicinity near 
Limonite Creek.  

The new pipeline would then twin the existing pipeline through the middle of the Class 2 
Section of the Zymoetz River Valley as far as the Clore River.  

As we understand the plan, the pipeline would then track upstream along the Clore River, cross 
the Clore and move into the Trap Line Creek Valley in a westerly direction towards Williams 
Creek Valley and traverse the middle section of this valley to Old Lakelse Road and on to 
Highway 37. 

The pipeline would then parallel the highway to its end point at Kitimat providing fracked 
natural gas to a number of “proposed” medium and small LNG plants, none of which have 
been approved or have made their way through the BC Environmental Assessment process. 

Included with this letter are two previous letters describing our past involvement with this 
project; one to former Liberal Provincial Government Minister of Natural Gas Development, 



Housing and Deputy Premier Rich Coleman on March 14, 2014 and to Steve Thompson Minister 
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations March 21, 2014.  Included is a reply from 
Cabinet Minister Rich Coleman. 

Previously I was the Chairman of the Northern Branch of the Steelhead Society of BC (SSBC) but 
I am now both a member and Director with the BCFFF and COCTC. 

The three organizations originally did not oppose the PNG pipeline expansion.  What they 
opposed was the proposed location of the looping project within the upper Class I Section of 
the Zymoetz River Valley. The COCTC and the BCFFF remain steadfast in their opposition to the 
upper Zymoetz River location. I am no longer a member of the SSBC so I can only guess that the 
SSBC would continue to oppose the construction of the Looping Project through the Class 1 
Section of the Zymoetz River. 

Referencing previous proposed alternate pipeline locations PNG has never issued a public 
statement for or against either of the alternative routes. 

The BCUC is aware we are living in a dramatically changing world. Every day there is a major 
climatic catastrophe, or a substantively altered ecological system or a fish or wildlife extirpation 
or even extinction taking place caused by or contributed to by climate change. It is causing 
anxiety and concern across the world. 

The COC TC and the BCFFF share in that anxiety and concern. We no longer support a second 
pipeline being located within the Class 2 Section of the Zymoetz River Valley, along Trap Line 
Creek or Williams Creek because of the probable and excessive damage to fish and wildlife 
habitats and the natural aesthetics in the three confined valleys by construction of a pipeline. 

The ecological values and natural aesthetics in the Zymoetz River Watershed have been 
manifested in a very negative way by the damaging ferocity of recent climate change storms/ 
events. The most recent examples were two fall rainstorms and floods that took place on 
September 11, 2017, and on October 25, 2017. The combination of the two floods, 44 days 
apart, caused immense damage to the Zymoetz River Watershed. 

 Almost total road destruction resulted in massive road rebuilding. Pipeline breaks and 
relocation were very serious and very costly. 

In addition, and most of all there was a total transformation of fish and wildlife habitats in the 
river along with many devastating small, medium and giant slides along the side hills 
everywhere in the watershed. It is impossible to calculate the ecological damage to the 
Zymoetz Watershed by the two storms. 



“Enough is enough” it is time for a complete rethink of pipelines and their potential locations in 
coastal river valleys. If any new pipelines are going to be built they should follow Highway 16 to 
their destination for ease of maintenance and repair. Additionally, provide fracked natural gas 
to the Hazelton’s, the Kispiox Valley, First Nation settlements and other communities along the 
highway that are dependent upon unreliable sources of energy for heat and back up electrical 
power production. 

The 2017 Floods subjected Kitimat River to the same ecological damage as the Zymoetz River. 

Enormous opposition from all directions is focused upon future LNG production in Kitimat, 
Terrace and Prince Rupert. No additional LNG facilities should be approved beyond the 
controversial LNG Canada facility that is in deep trouble caused by the Coastal Gas Link pipeline 
location which is mired in an unresolved pipeline dispute over the lack of consent from the 
Wet’suwet’en First Nation Hereditary Chiefs who have not allowed the pipeline to traverse 
their traditional Territory.  

As well it appears that the Chevron- Woodside Kitimat LNG project is going nowhere because of 
unfavourable market conditions and is mothballed contributing to the unease. It is causing 
people and corporations to reconsider the viability of Kitimat and the NWBC as a wise location 
for LNG production and its exportation to South East Asia. We assume the market conditions 
would be the same for the Triton, Cedar and other small LNG projects that PNG would pipe 
gas to? The PNG Looping project should be put to bed or mothballed.  

There is an incredible back lash over the potential green house gas emissions from the future 
Canada LNG facility and the upstream pipeline facilities combined with the location of the 
Coastal Gas Link Pipeline through the Wet’suwet’en Territory together has created a fire storm. 

 If an agreement can be achieved with the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs for the pipeline to 
traverse their Territory or to follow Highway 16 it should become the only approved LNG 
project in Kitimat. It would provide all levels of Government, including First Nations with the 
ability to carry out research and analysis of all facets of LNG production, distribution, GHG 
emissions/air quality and electrical demand resulting in unbiased science guided decisions 
regarding any future LNG expansion in British Columbia. 

We look forward to your decision on the future of the PNG Looping Project and are prepared to 
provide any other information that you may need before reaching a conclusion. 

Respectfully submitted by Jim Culp Chairman COC TC Water Committee and Director BCFFF 

Copy to - John Horgan Premier British Columbia, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
Wet’suwet’enFirst Nation, Kitselas First Nation, other organizations and News Media.  


















