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4. Extensions are not defined in the UCA, however, a definition may be an outcome of the Ca pita! Projects 
and Expenditures proceeding. 

5. The Commission always retains discretion to order that a CPCN is required for a project regardless of 

thresholds set in advance. Therefore, the Commission can always require a CPCN in the unusual 

situation where it perceives that a lower-cost project warrants the process. 140 

Commission determination 

Capital spending directly affects finance charges and amortization, and indirectly affects operating costs. As 

such, capital spending is one of the largest factors affecting BC Hydro's revenue requirement. 

Notwithstanding BC Hydro's position on when it perceives it necessary to file a CPCN, the Panel retains its 

legislative mandate under section 45(5), where appropriate. The Panel reviews large planned projects to identify 

projects that have potentially significant public interest issues requiring further investigation through separate 

CPCN review processes. Based on the Panel's review of the capital projects in Appendix I and Appendix J of the 

Application together with BC Hydro's position on these capital projects, for the reasons outlined below, and 

pursuant to section 45(5) of the UCA, if BC Hydro intends to pursue any of these extensions, the Panel directs 

BC Hydro to file CPCN applications for the following projects: 

a. Metro North Transmission 

b. West Kelowna Transmission/Westbank Substation Upgrade 

c. Northwest Substation Upgrade 

d. Peace Region to Kelly Lake S00kV Transmission Reinforcement 

e. Mainwaring Substation Upgrade 

a) Metro North Transmission 

BC Hydro states that the purpose of this project is to 11 Reinforce the Metro North Transmission System by 

constructing a new 230 kV transmission circuit between Coquitlam and Vancouver to serve the load growth and 

strengthen the Metro Vancouver Regional Transmission System. 11 Potential public interest issues include: 

• Route selection, including crossing of Burrard Inlet; 

• Impact of underground cables, overhead transmission lines; 

• Electromagnetic fields and effect on health; 

• Impact on property values; and 

• Environmental impact. 141 

BC Hydro further explains that: "As a result of load growth, a shortfall of supply capacity is anticipated by winter 

2018/2019 in the Metro North 230 kV Transmission System. An interim operational solution has been identified 

to temporarily resolve these constraints by reconfiguring the system with real-time switching operation, such 

that no load curtailment will be required until winter 2020, after which time this project is expected to resolve 

the constraints." 142 

1 
:J Ibid , BCUC IR 66 1 

lJt Ibid., BCUC IR 100.1. 

lJJ Exhibit B-1-1, Appendix J, p. 44. 
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