
 

 
 

803-470 Granville Street, Vancouver, BC, V6C1V5 Coast Salish Territory | Tel.: 604-687-3063 | Fax.: 604-661-3303 

 
 

Reply to: Leigha Worth 
ED@bcpiac.org 

Ph: 604-687-3034 

March 5, 2020 

VIA E-FILING 

Patrick Wruck 
Commission Secretary 
BC Utilities Commission  
6th Floor 900 Howe Street   
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3                                                                                       Our File:  7310.132 

Dear Mr. Wruck, 
 

Re:  FortisBC Energy Inc. Revelstoke Propane Portfolio Cost Amalgamation 
Application ~ Project No. 1599033 
BCOAPO Information Requests No. 1 to Downie Timber Limited (Downie Timber) 

 
We represent the BC Old Age Pensioners’ Organization, Active Support Against Poverty, Council 
of Senior Citizens’ Organizations of BC, Disability Alliance BC, and Tenant Resource and 
Advisory Centre, known collectively in regulatory processes as “BCOAPO et al.” (“BCOAPO”). 
 
Enclosed please find the BCOAPO's Information Requests No. 1 to Downie Timber on Intervener 
Evidence with respect to the above-noted matter.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
  
Sincerely,  
BC PUBLIC INTEREST ADVOCACY CENTRE  
 
Original on file signed by: 
 
Leigha Worth 
Executive Director | General Counsel 
 
Encl.  
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REQUESTOR NAME:    BCOAPO et al. 

INFORMATION REQUEST ROUND NO:  #1 

TO:  Downie Timber Limited (Downie Timber) 

DATE:      March 05, 2020 

APPLICATION NAME: FEI Revelstoke Propane Portfolio Cost 
Amalgamation Application   

 

 
1.0 Reference: Exhibit C4-2, page 1 
 
 The referenced page states: 
 

Employing 270 employees we would be one of, if not the largest employer, in Revelstoke 
with full time family supporting compensation packages. Our significant contribution to 
the wellbeing of the Revelstoke economy cannot be underestimated. 

 
1.1 Please provide an estimate of the current population and labour force in 

Revelstoke and cite any source(s) used for these estimates.   
 

1.2 Please provide a list of other significant employers in Revelstoke.   
 
1.3 Please provide the average annual unemployment rate in Revelstoke if available.   
 
1.4 Can Downie Timber confirm that it currently employs 270 full-time workers in 

Revelstoke? 
 
1.5 Please provide the number of full time employees or full time equivalents that 

Downie Timber has employed for each year, 2015-2019 inclusive. 
 
1.6 Please provide the annual output shipped to customers for each year, 2015-2019 

inclusive. 
 
1.7 Please confirm that Downie Timber plans to continue operations in Revelstoke 

for the foreseeable future. 
 

 
2.0 Reference: Exhibit C4-2, page 1 
 
 The referenced page states: 
 

We have a state-of-the-art mill that has had over $100+ Million in capital to produce, 
primarily, Western Red Cedar lumber products that are used in the interior and exterior 
home finishing and renovation market. 
 
2.1 Please provide the year that this plant was constructed, the year that it 

commenced operations, and – if non-confidential – the initial capital cost. 
 
2.2 Does the $100+ Million figure cited comprise initial capital costs?  If not, please 

explain what this figure refers to, providing a breakdown if possible. 
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2.3 What is the remaining expected lifetime for this plant? 
 
2.4 Please provide the depreciation rate used for financial purposes for this plant.  If 

different components are depreciated at different rates, please provide the 
average depreciation rate for the plant. 

 
2.5 Please provide an approximate overall percentage breakdown of Downie 

Timber’s costs by the categories of capital costs %, labour costs %, fuel costs %, 
and material costs %. 

    
 

3.0 Reference: Exhibit C4-2, page 1 
 
 The referenced page states: 
 
 Using the current commodity charge for LNG, plus delivery charge, carbon/MTR tax and 

 PST the total charge for LNG would be $7.35/Gj compared to the current LPG rate of  
$14.16/Gj  
•Based upon an average of 30,000 Gj of Energy coming per year from FEI, the savings  
To Downie Timber would be in excess of $300,000 based upon these unit cost for LPG 
and LNG 

 
 3.1 Please indicate how the savings “in excess of $300,000” was calculated. 
 

3.2 In the event that the application is approved as proposed, does Downie Timber 
have plans to increase output and employment?  

 
3.3 In the event that the application is not approved, does Downie Timber have plans 

to alter current plans with respect to output and employment in the near to 
medium future?  

 
 
4.0 Reference: Exhibit C4-2, page 2 
 
 The referenced page states: 
 

Downie Timber is a global competitor in the forest products industry and not having the 
ability to access the same energy costs that all our other competitors have (especially 
here in BC), is a market disadvantage and impacts our continued success. 
 
4.1 Please provide a list of Downie Timber’s competitors and their locations.  
 
4.2 Please identify Downie Timber’s markets, i.e., the geographical locations that 

Downie Timber’s products are shipped along with the percentages of Downie 
Timber’s outputs delivered to each area.   

 
4.3 Please provide any information that Downie Timber has available with respect to 

“the same energy costs that all our other competitors have.”  
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5.0 Reference: Exhibit 4-2-1, Graphs 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 – Fortis and Our GJ 
 

5.1 Did Downie Timber shut down in March of 2016 and March of 2017 while 
ramping up production in March 2018?  Please provide details.  

   
5.2 Did Downie Timber shut down in December 2019?  Please provide details. 
 
5.3 Please provide a list of the number of employees laid off along with the duration 

of each lay-off for each year 2015-2019 inclusive.  
 




