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May 19, 2020 
 

Sent by email (commission.secretary@bcuc.com) 
 

Mr. Patrick Wruck 
Commission Secretary 
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC  V6Z 2N3  

 
Re:  British Columbia Utilities Commission (Commission) 

Boralex Ocean Falls Limited Partnership (Boralex LP) 
Application for Rates and Terms and Conditions of Service to British 
Columbia Hydro and Power Authority (BC Hydro) 
Project No. 1599046 
Request for Submissions on Further Process 

 

Dear Mr. Wruck, 

 
As requested by the Commission in its letter dated May 11, 2020 (Exhibit A-11), 
Boralex LP is writing to provide its submissions on the further regulatory process for 
the review of the Application.  Following are Boralex LP’s submissions regarding the 
three matters that the Commission has asked parties to address. 

Whether the parties intend to file evidence  

The Commission has asked parties whether they intend to file evidence and, if so, to 
provide a description of the nature of the evidence, including the scope of the issues to 
be explored and why such issues cannot be addressed in argument, and the 
anticipated timelines required to file evidence.  

Boralex LP will, if necessary, respond to the submissions of parties who indicate that 
they intend to file evidence when Boralex LP files its reply submission by June 2, 2020.  
At this point, Boralex LP submits that if intervener evidence is filed, then the further 
regulatory process adopted by the Commission should allow for information requests 
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on that evidence and the opportunity for Boralex LP to file rebuttal evidence following 
the responses to the information requests. 

The appropriate regulatory process for the remainder of the proceeding  

There is now an extensive evidentiary record in this proceeding.  The record includes 
the Application itself filed by Boralex LP on September 30, 2019 (Exhibit B-1), the 
additional information requested by interveners filed by Boralex LP on December 13, 
2019 (part of Exhibit B-4), the supplemental information referred to in Directive 2 of 
Commission Order G-3-20 filed by Boralex LP on January 20, 2020 (Exhibit B-5), the 
responses of Boralex LP to the two rounds of information requests from the 
Commission and interveners (approximately 615 information requests in total) filed by 
Boralex LP on February 24, 2020 and April 29, 2020, and the Application update filed 
by Boralex LP on April 29, 2020 (Exhibit B-11) that was necessitated primarily due to 
the impacts of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19).  Boralex LP has endeavoured to 
provide full and complete responses to the information requests, and believes that the 
information request process has provided parties with a fair and reasonable opportunity 
to obtain clarity on the information provided in the Application and to obtain a better 
understanding of the forecast revenue requirement, load forecast, rate design and 
applied-for rates. 

Accordingly, Boralex LP submits that there is now a more than sufficient evidentiary 
record to proceed to final argument in this proceeding, either now or at the conclusion 
of any further process required to accommodate intervener evidence.  Boralex LP 
further submits that final argument can be efficiently and effectively conducted in 
writing. 
 
Specifically with regard to the question of Boralex LP’s proposed methodology for 
allocating costs to BC Hydro in setting the rates for service to BC Hydro during the test 
period (i.e., using the net revenue requirement after deducting the forecast revenue 
from Boralex LP’s retail and industrial customers), this issue has been addressed 
extensively in Boralex LP’s responses to information requests (including Boralex LP’s 
responses to BCUC IRs 2.3, 2.4, 30.1, 30.2, 32.1 and 32.2).  Boralex LP submits that 
no further process is required for this issue and that the factual and legal basis for 
determining the rates for service to BC Hydro in this manner can be addressed in final 
argument. 

In its letter the Commission has cited a negotiated settlement process as an example 
of a further regulatory process that might be adopted for the remainder of this 
proceeding.  As the Commission is aware, prior to the filing of the Application Boralex 
LP and BC Hydro were involved, with the assistance of an experienced and able 
facilitator, in lengthy and extensive negotiations on a new EPA but were unable to 
reach agreement.  While Boralex LP is concerned given this history that a further 
negotiation process may simply prolong the process without a successful outcome, if 
BC Hydro and the other parties believe that there may be an opportunity to reach a 
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negotiated settlement based on the extensive record that has now been developed in 
this proceeding, then Boralex LP is open to considering such a process if the parties 
can agree in advance on a focused list of issues and a fixed timetable for the 
settlement negotiations.  Boralex LP also appreciates, however, that the current 
COVID-19 situation may make it difficult to conduct a timely and effective negotiated 
settlement process.  
      

Any extended periods of unavailability to attend to regulatory matters in the coming 
months 

Boralex LP does not have any extended periods of unavailability to attend to regulatory 
matters in the coming months.  Boralex LP would note that its management personnel 
responsible for the Application are based in Quebec and in Ocean Falls, which can 
pose logistical challenges if travel and in-person attendance is required, particularly in 
light of the current COVID-19 situation. 

Yours truly,  

 

Boralex Ocean Falls Limited Partnership  

 

 

 
Maxime Tremblay, ing. 
Regional Manager, wind and hydro 
maxime.tremblay@boralex.com 
 




