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September 3, 2020 
 
 
VIA EMAIL  
 
 
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3 
 
Attention: Ms. Marija Tresoglavic, Acting Commission Secretary and Manager Regulatory 
Support 
 
Dear Ms. Tresoglavic: 
 
Re: British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority Long-Term Resource Plan Filing Date – 
Project No. 1599117 – Exhibit A-2 – BCUC Order G-205-20 

 
 
The Clean Energy Association of B.C. (“CEABC”) is writing in relation to BC Hydro’s response to 
BCUC Order G-205-201 (“Response” or “BCH Response”).  

 

In the Response BC Hydro indicates that it plans to file with the BCUC: 
 

1. The2021 Integrated Resource Plan (“2021 IRP”) in September 2021. 

2. A summary of the default inputs that BC Hydro will be using for consultation in the fall 

in October 2020. 

3. A draft IRP in spring 2021 which includes the results of consultation in the fall of 2020 

and which will be the subject of further consultation prior to the filing of the final version 

in September 2021. 

 
The CEABC appreciates the impact COVID 19 has had on the preparation of the 2021 IRP and 
the need for BC Hydro to carry out meaningful consultation, in particular with First Nations. 
However, the reality is that the 2021 IRP will not be filed for another year, not including the 
time required for the BCUC to complete a full review. When this time is included, it will be 2022 
before this review is complete. More than a decade since there has been a third party review of 
a BC Hydro integrated resource plan. 
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As indicated in the BCH Reponse2: 
 
“A current load forecast is critical input into a long-term resource plan. Its central importance is 
reflected in section 44.1(2) (a) of the Utilities Commission Act (UCA) which requires that public 
utility’s long-term resource plan include “an estimate of the demand for energy the public 
utility would expect to serve [emphasis added]…” 
 
The most recent long-term load forecast of customer demand for electricity was finalized in 
March 2020 following nine-months of development that largely predated the pandemic. BC 
Hydro realized the significant uncertainty that was created by the pandemic and the impact it 
could have on electricity consumption  
 
Two COVID-19 scenarios were subsequently developed looking out three years (until fiscal 2023) 
to aid BC Hydro in some shorter-term planning. As it takes nine months to develop a 
comprehensive long-term energy and peak demand forecast, BC Hydro decided to continue with 
its plan to develop the next comprehensive load forecast by December 2020. To aid in the 
development of the IRP, and recognizing the uncertainty in which we operate, BC Hydro is using 
scenario analysis to show the potential longer-term view of the uncertain impacts of COVID-19 
on customer demand. Once the December 2020 load forecast is approved through BC Hydro’s 
governance process, the IRP draft plans and actions developed using scenarios will be reviewed 
to determine they remain reasonable.” 
 
As the CEABC understands the above, BC Hydro’s December 2020 load forecast will underpin 
the 2021 IRP. Further, it understands this load forecast will be submitted to BC Hydro’s Board of 
Directors (“BC Hydro Board”) for approval in January 20213 (“2021 Load Forecast”). 
 
The CEABC is not aware of any duty to consult with respect to BC Hydro load forecasts. They are 
routinely filed as part of revenue requirement applications without any prior consultation. 
 
There is limited value in BC Hydro’s proposal to make the filings set out in points #2 and #3 
above. There is far more value in having BC Hydro file the 2021 Load Forecast as soon as 
possible after it has been approved. Its review by the BCUC would then commence with the 
emphasis as required by section 44.1(2) (a) on the forecast demand. Without an increase in 
expected demand, the review of the available resources in the 2021 IRP will be not be 
necessary. 
 
By bifurcating the review of the 2021 IRP into two parts i.e. load forecast and resources 
available to meet any projected increase in demand, this review will be expedited. 
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The concept of an early review of 2021 Load Forecast originated with the Coastal First Nations, 
an intervener in the BC Hydro Resource Plan Filing Date proceedings. By this letter, the CEABC is 
supporting the Coastal First Nation’s concept. 
 
The CEABC also agrees with several of the comments by BCSEA in its submission as paraphrased 
as follows.4   

1. The September 2021 IRP filing date should be a firm deadline. 

2. The Commission should require BC Hydro to address its plans for low-carbon 

electrification in the 2021 IRP. 

3. The IRP is a planning document for the whole of BC Hydro, not merely for the portions 

of the load that may be subject to BCUC approval.  The implication that the IRP should 

be confined to only those load serving obligations which are subject to BCUC review is, 

in CEABC’s view, without merit.  The IRP must fully describe BC Hydro’s total long-

term plan. 

4. When BC Hydro states that it “will not be choosing a level of electrification…”5  this 

seems to ignore the fact that there is a certain minimum level of electrification that must 

happen, if B.C. is to meet its GHG reduction targets including, but not limited to, those 

set out in the CleanBC plan.  BC Hydro’s IRP should be expected to, at the very least, 

identify that minimum level and outline the plans to achieve that bare minimum of 

electrification.  Any scenarios that are below that level of electrification are essentially 

irrelevant. 

 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

 
Yours truly,  
 
Clean Energy Association of B.C. 
 
 

 

 

 

Laureen Whyte 

Executive Director 
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