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September 3, 2020 
 
Attn: Marija Tresoglavic, Acting Commission Secretary  
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3 
 
 
Dear Mesdames/Sirs: 
 

Re: Project No. 1599117 
BC Hydro Long Term Resource Plan (LTRP) Filing 
 

As per Commission Order G-205-20, and timetable, please find herein the 
submission of Ms. Gjoshe participating in this proceeding as an independent 
intervener, representing unstructured interests of BC Hydro residential 
ratepayers at large. 
 
In Exhibit A-2, the Commission asked BC Hydro to provide: 

a) “the date by which BC Hydro will file its next long-term resource plan”; and 
b) “a proposal for an interim filing of BC Hydro’s current planning context that 

would, in the absence of a recently filed long-term resource plan, aid in the 
review of BC Hydro applications filed prior to the BCUC review of the next 
BC Hydro long-term resource plan”. 

In its reply letter (Exhibit B-2), BC Hydro responded with what I understand to be 
BC Hydro’s proposed schedule: 

1) That BC Hydro file its next long-term resource plan, which BC Hydro will 
refer to as the 2021 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) in September 2021, 
overriding the previously stated timeline of February 2021; and citing 
delays caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, which “have resulted in 
adjustments to BC Hydro’s 2021 IRP development plan”. 

2) That BC Hydro file in two stages, an interim report on BC Hydro’s current 
planning context, respectively the first stage in October 2020 and the 
second in the spring of 2021. By BC Hydro’s account, “the first filing, in 
October 2020, would be a summary of default inputs that BC Hydro would 
be using for consultation in the fall. The critical component of this filing 
would be the initial load-resource balance BC Hydro would be using 
during its fall [2020] consultations”. The second filing in spring 2021, would 
be the draft IRP that BC Hydro develops in response to our fall 
consultations..” 

First, notwithstanding the reasons and/or merit for a delay in the filing of BC 
Hydro’s 2021 IRP beyond February 2021, I respectively caution against the 
creation of excessive regulatory record in the form of two “draft” filings 
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respectively in October 2020 and the spring of 2021 – all in anticipation of the 
proposed September 2021 IRP filing, as it would unnecessarily increase the 
regulatory burden of reviewing it by all involved (even if it were filed for 
information purposes only). 

Second, an October 2020 filing of a “planning context” would have appeared 
more appropriate given the initially stated February 2021 timeline for the filing of 
BC Hydro’s 2021 IRP. Should the Commission be inclined to accept BC Hydro’s 
proposed schedule to file its 2021 IRP in September 2021, then perhaps the 
Commission ought to consider establishing the timeline for the regulatory filing of 
the “planning context” to BC Hydro’s next long-term resource plan to more 
closely precede the actual filing of BC Hydro’s 2021 IRP. 

Third, by BC Hydro’s statement, the number and scope of its regulatory 
applications that are likely to be most informed by its 2021 IRP “between now 
and September 2021” is small, suggesting that perhaps a later filing of both the 
“planning context” and the 2021 IRP are warranted for reasons described by BC 
Hydro in Exhibit B-2. 
 
That said, I would like the draw the Commission’s attention on exploring the 
possibility of a staged filing of the actual BC Hydro 2021 IRP (if deemed practical 
and subject to the considerations below), as opposed to the staged filing of a 
“planning context” as proposed by BC Hydro; more specifically, that the ‘base’ 
Load Forecast which will inform the 2021 IRP is filed in advance of the 2021 IRP 
document (suggested timeline: spring 2021) and simultaneously with the 
remaining aspects of what BC Hydro would consider to be BC Hydro’s “planning 
context”: 
 

A. As BC Hydro suggests in Exhibit B-2, “a current load forecast is a critical 
input into a long-term resource plan”. In the same paragraph, BC Hydro 
further suggests that “the most recent long-term load forecast of customer 
demand for electricity was finalized in March 2020, following nine-months 
of development..”. Given these statements, it would appear that a spring 
2021 Load Forecast would be a reasonable deliverable from a BC Hydro 
workload perspective;  

B. Further in order for the load forecast to work its way through the 
development of a long-term resource plan (LTRP), it has to be prepared 
and approved internally some ways in advance of the remaining LTRP 
components – the practical effort itself, involves ‘publishing’ (i.e. ‘freezing’) 
the forecast at a certain stage (beyond which no new information is 
considered) so that to facilitate the generation of the remaining 
components of the LTRP. 

C. As part of its long-term resource plans, BC Hydro typically files a Mid load 
forecast, surrounded by a certainty band defined by a Low and a High 
load forecast. A load forecast would typically be reported after DSM and 
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rate impacts. In prior BC Hydro long-term resource plans, there has been 
no separate reporting for impacts from electrification in its load forecast.  

D. A ‘base’ load forecast, whether Mid, Low or High, would be one driven 
simply by macroeconomic factors, discounting (temporarily from a load 
forecasting process perspective) the impacts from BC Hydro’s DSM, rates 
and electrification– all of which are considered either in parallel or later 
stages and themselves inform (feed back into) the load forecast. 

E. Providing a ‘base’ Mid load forecast (before consideration of DSM, rate 
and electrifications impacts) in advance of the actual 2021 IRP document 
is a feasible undertaking. The impacts to the ‘base’ Mid load forecast from 
DSM, rate and electrification considerations- would be added to the ‘base’ 
Mid load forecast upon filing of the 2021 IRP, to complete the Mid load 
forecast picture. 

F. In light of COVID-19 disruptions, perhaps providing a ‘base’ Low load 
forecast (before consideration of DSM, rate and electrification impacts), 
would be advisable as well;  

G. It then remains, that the High load forecast is reserved for inclusion in the 
actual 2021 IRP document filing. 

 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Edlira Gjoshe 
evgconsulting@outlook.com 
236-788-5293 




