
 

 

October 6, 2020 
 
VIA EMAIL  
 
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3 
 
Attention: Ms. Marija Tresoglavic, Acting Commission Secretary and Manager 
Regulatory Support 
 
Dear Ms. Tresoglavic:  
 
Re: British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority - Long-Term Resource Plan Filing Date – 
Exhibit B-5  

 
 
The Clean Energy Association of B.C. (“CEABC”) is writing in relation to the British 
Columbia Utilities Commission’s (“BCUC”) request for submissions on British 
Columbia Hydro and Power Authority’s (“BC Hydro”) submission that it cannot 
provide an updated filing date for its 2021 Integrated Resource Plan (“2021 IRP”) 
until after the conclusion of the Provincial election. In particular, until 30 days after a 
government has been sworn-in and a Cabinet has been appointed. 
 
While the CEABC understands the uncertainty that the election may be causing in 
formulating the 2021 IRP, in this respect there is always uncertainty. Whether it be 
the 2008 financial crisis, COVID 19, and unanticipated Provincial election or any 
other material unforeseen event.  
 
The CEABC agrees that BC Hydro’s IRP consultation process should be suspended 
during the election period from September 21 to October 24, 2020. However, it must 
be immediately recommenced on October 26, 2020, the first business day after the 
Election Day. Not, as suggested by BC Hydro, 30 days after the government has 
been sworn-in and a Cabinet has been appointed. 
 
Given that the election period is only one month long, there is no reason why BC 
Hydro cannot make-up this amount of time over a year-long IRP consultation and 
preparation period and still be able to meet a September 2021 filing date. The 
CEABC notes that there is up to 30 days’ worth of flexibility in this date because BC 
Hydro has never specified whether the filing would occur at the beginning, in the 
middle or at the end of the month. 
 
The preparation and submission of a new Integrated Resource Plan is long overdue 
and no matter when this process takes place, there will always be uncertainty. If 
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necessary, this plan can always be modified after it has been filed with the BCUC in 
the same manner as many BC Hydro Revenue Requirements Applications. By an 
evidentiary update.  
 
In its letter of September 3, 20201 the CEABC suggested that in order to expedite 
the BCUC’s review of the 2021 IRP, BC Hydro file for BCUC review its 2021 Load 
Forecast as soon as possible after it had been approved by its Board of Directors. 
The CEABC wishes to reiterate this suggestion and all the other suggestions in this 
letter. 
 
 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
 
Yours truly,  
 

 
Laureen Whyte 
Executive Director 

 
Clean Energy Association of B.C. 
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