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British Columbia Utilities Commission 

Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 

Vancouver, BC  V6Z 2N3 

 

Attention: Ms. Marija Tresoglavic, Acting Commission Secretary  

Dear Sirs/Mesdames: 

Re: Parkland Corporation (“Parkland”) Request for Advance Ruling on Confidentiality 

for Fuel Price Transparency Act (“FPTA”) Reporting Submissions 

We write to provide Parkland’s reply submission in accordance with Order G-242-20. 

The BCUC received submissions from eight interveners in response to Parkland’s request in the 

above-noted matter.  All eight intervener submissions are supportive of the request for an 

advance ruling on confidentiality.
1
  Accordingly, Parkland’s reply is limited to the discrete items 

discussed below.
2
   

Protection of Protected Information is Important, Regardless of the Mechanism Used 

With respect to the BCUC’s question as to whether the BCUC’s Rules of Practice and 

Procedure (the “BCUC Rules”) should be modified to recognize the confidentiality of “protected 

information” filed under the FPTA, two potential mechanisms were described in the submissions 

of 7-Eleven Canada, Inc. (“7-Eleven”)
3
, Shell Canada Limited (“Shell”)

4
 and G & B Fuels Inc. 

(“G&B”)
5
  They were that the BCUC could:  

                                                 
1
 Three letters of comment were also filed, which appear to address concerns with respect to fuel prices generally, 

and not Parkland’s request for an advance ruling on confidentiality.  As Parkland explained when it made its 

request, and as reiterated by many interveners in their submissions, publishing competitively sensitive data is 

likely to hinder, not increase, the level of competition experienced by consumers in the market. 
2
 The BCUC should not interpret Parkland’s silence on a particular intervener argument as agreement. 

3
 Exhibit C2-2, 7-Eleven Submissions, paras. 15 and 16. 

4
 Exhibit C6-2, Shell Submissions, p. 3.  

5
 Exhibit C8-2, G&B Submissions, PDF p. 2. 
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1. Modify the BCUC Rules to provide for advance confidentiality protections in relation to 

the FPTA; or  

2. Issue a separate order addressing the treatment of confidential information under the 

FPTA. 

Parkland has sought an exception to the BCUC Rules requiring contemporaneous filing of the 

materials and the request for confidential treatment.  However, Parkland is not opposed to 

another approach, provided that it addresses the concerns regarding the protection of sensitive 

information raised in Parkland’s request.   

Parkland also agrees with the submission of Suncor Energy Inc. (“Suncor”) that the application 

of sections 21.03 and 22 of the BCUC Rules should be clarified,
6
 and supports the submission of 

Federated Co-operatives Limited (“FCL”)
7
 that the BCUC should order that all information 

submitted to it pursuant to sections 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the Fuel Pricing Transparency Regulation is: 

1) “protected information” under the FPTA to the extent indicated by the responsible person, 

subject to any further determination by the BCUC; and 2) the public interest in the disclosure of 

such specified information does not outweigh the potential harm to the “responsible person”, 

subject to any further determination by the BCUC. 

Parkland’s Response to Intervener Submissions on Terms 

With respect to the modifications proposed by 7-Eleven,
8
 Parkland does not oppose their 

inclusion.  Parkland also does not oppose the additional terms proposed by Tidewater Midstream 

and Infrastructure Ltd. (“Tidewater”).
9
 

Parkland’s Response to Intervener Submissions on Further Process  

With respect to intervener submissions regarding further process: 

1. Parkland supports the submission of Imperial Oil (“Imperial”) that interveners should 

have an opportunity to comment on the language of the proposed order.
10

  This is 

consistent with the approach that the BCUC took to the BCUC Rules;
11

 and 

2. Parkland supports Shell’s submission that if the BCUC subsequently determines that 

some or all of the information collected under the FPTA for which confidential status has 

been granted may be disclosed, the parties which will be affected should be given an 

                                                 
6
 Exhibit C1-2, Suncor Submissions, p. 3. 

7
 Exhibit C7-2, FCL Submissions, PDF p. 3. 

8
 Exhibit C2-2, 7-Eleven Submissions, paras. 10 and 12.  Parkland notes that the proposed paragraph 4 was not 

modified inadvertently by Parkland, but rather to provide additional flexibility to the BCUC if required. 
9
 Exhibit C5-2, Tidewater Submissions, pp. 4 and 5. 

10
 Exhibit C4-2, Imperial Submissions, p. 6. 

11
 Order G-15-19, Recital D “The proposed amendments to the Rules were posted on the BCUC website and 

provided to stakeholders for comment on August 8, 2018”. 
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opportunity to respond to the possibility of this disclosure.
12

  Given the potential 

significance of such an order for other reporting entities, the BCUC’s process should 

ensure that all affected parties have a fair opportunity to participate.  

ALL OF WHICH IS RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED. 

Yours truly, 

FASKEN MARTINEAU DuMOULIN LLP 

 

 
 

Matthew Ghikas 

Personal Law Corporation 

MG/TA 

                                                 
12

 Exhibit C6-2, Shell Submissions, p. 5. 
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