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December 1, 2020 

BC Utilities Commission 

Suite 410, 900 Howe St 

Vancouver, BC, V6Z 2N3 

Attention: RS 1755 

As a rural residential customer who has exist ing service for RS1755 I would like to offer my perspective 

on the application to rescind. 

This service is an important part of our safety and security living in an area that does not have street 

lighting. I appreciate there are few remaining customers but that is probably only because the service 
has been closed since 1975. I fail to understand the incremental cost to BC Hydro upgrading and 

replacing the private service beyond what a regular street light upgrade would cost. If it is too cost 

prohibitive, is every other street light going to be taken down? My assumption is the rate charged 

covers capital and operating expenses amortized over the projected life of the asset. If it does not, t hen 

BC Hydro should have the opportunity to adjust rates across all street lighting or unmetered services. 

I read in a document from BC Hydro t hat there are numerous alternatives and contractors who can 
provide this service. I don't believe this to be true in rural areas and any additional metered lighting 

added outside to our property would be an expensive undertaking and a degradation of existing service. 

I'm struggling w ith the concept of simply cancelling a service without providing some alternatives. Allow 

me to offer a simple one: 

Upgrade existing service to the new standard and charge an appropriate rate that provides a fair 

return for the service over the life of the asset 

I would request the BCUC consider that those of us who have the service pay for it ourselves. We use it, 

need it and rely on it. We don't have the benefit of street lighting but this provides us with an option 

t hat we choose to pay for. I respectfully request that the BCUC deny the application to terminate the RS 

1755. It is unreasonable to do so without providing options to existing customers who rely on the 

service. 

Len Youden 

Yvonne.Lapierre
2020 Street Lighting Rates




