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above. 5. The Tilbury site sits across the Fraser from a jet-fuel terminal. LNG is classified as a
noxious and hazardous substance and a high shipping risk, second only to explosives. The
proximity of these two facilities therefore renders the site particularly inappropriate for LNG
expansion. A 2014 explosion at the LNG facility at Plymouth, Washington caused mass
evacuations, and Tilbury itself had an explosion in 2017 with three storey high flames,
underscoring the volatility and risk of expanding this LNG facility adjacent to another fuel
terminal. 6. In the same vein, Tilbury’s proximity to Burns Bog, a highly environmentally
sensitive and fire-prone area, puts this exceptional and critically important eco-system at
undue risk. 7. The Lower Mainland is in an earthquake zone, which seriously jeopardizes the
safety of an LNG facility. The impacts of an earthquake on an expanded Tilbury LNG facility
would be catastrophic, especially the potential for explosive fires in such a populated area, and
the risk of escaped LNG causing significant toxic air pollution or potentially leaking into and
contaminating the fish bearing Fraser River. 8. More than 85% of natural gas from BC is
obtained through fracking, which we now know has a very high greenhouse gas footprint,
worse even than coal if one incorporates escaped methane emissions across the supply chain.
Increasing infrastructure and production of LNG will make it almost impossible for BC to
meet its greenhouse gas emission targets. It is a step in the wrong direction, as BC has been
particularly badly affected by climate change. Our province has been experiencing rampant
forest fires, pine beetle infestations, warming oceans and streams decimating salmon
populations, and drought affecting forests and agricultural production. This is not the time to
be increasing, or subsidizing, more LNG production and infrastructure. 9. Fracking puts at risk
our ground water and fresh water supplies, especially in northern communities where this
activity is most prevalent. Fracking involves unsustainably high water use, and frequent water
contamination due to failed abandoned drilled wells. This activity not only causes earthquakes,
but it is impacted by them, causing leakage of toxic chemicals into groundwater when
earthquakes disturb fracked wells and other LNG infrastructure. 10. The LNG industry is
associated with heightened health risks for people. Higher leukemia rates, congenital heart
defects, preterm births, and increased asthma have all been observed by researchers in areas
proximal to fracking sites. 11. BC is increasingly promoting and investing in alternatives to
climate damaging fossil fuels, such as electricity, wind, and solar energy sources. Now is not
the right time to be expanding LNG infrastructure when there is such urgency to move beyond
this regressive energy source. No sustainable recovery of our economy can rely on such a
harmful industry as LNG as a way towards a greener future. The Fraser River Basin, with its
dense population, heavy vessel traffic, at risk salmon and killer whale populations, and
critically important aquatic, riparian, and foreshore habitat, is absolutely the wrong place for
any expanded LNG facility. I urge, in the strongest terms, the BCUC to reject Fortis BC’s
proposal to expand the Tilbury LNG operation or storage capacity for all the reasons stated
above.

Has Attachment:
False




