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Regarding the proposed 28% increase in Nelson Hydro rates to rural residents. 

 

As a rural resident serviced by Nelson Hydro, i hereby want to voice my objection to the 

proposed 28% increase in hydro rates over the next few years.   

 

Nelson Hydro has stated that, because their Bonnington plant is not producing enough power 

for the needs of all of their customers, they need to purchase more power from Fortis at a 

greater cost.    

Nelson Hydro is proposing that this increased cost be borne by their rural customers, because 

it costs more to service the rural area – ie the cleanup of tree debris following storms. 

 

Because it is costing more for Nelson Hydro to deliver power to all of its customers, they are 

now proposing that the rural customers pay for the bulk of this increase when, in fact, this 

cost should be equally distributed amongst all customers of Nelson Hydro. This unfairly 

discriminates against rural customers and is not justified by the claim that it costs more to 

clean up tree debris following storms in the rural areas.   

 

This is a classic case of “taxation without representation” because the rural customers don’t 

choose city councillors who are making these decisions that impact us.   

 

I trust that you will take my concerns into consideration when reviewing Nelson Hydro’s 

Application. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Brian Cheshire, 

Procter, B.C. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

It its circular NH says, the typical rural costumer electrical bill is $98.00 per month. In 

fact, the average the bill is $127.00 per month. NH is asking for increases of 5.72% per 

year on Sept. 1st in 2021, 2022 and 2023, that will apply only to rural residential 

customers. In additions, the circular mentions a 2.5% increase for all residential 

customers for 2021, but neglects to mentions that the same 2.5% will be sought in 2022 

and 2023. The compounded result of all those increases will be least a 28% increase in 

power bills for rural residential customers by 2023. 

In slanting the playing field by attempting to allocate far too much of the expensive 

power to rural costumers, NH, and in fact the City of Nelson, are unfairly discriminating 

against their rural customers who work, shop and play in the City of Nelson. Rural 

residents already contribute to the well being and economic advantage of the citizens of 

the City of Nelson.   

 

 

 




