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Date Submitted: March 04, 2021 

Proceeding name: Nelson Hydro COSA and RDA 

Are you currently registered as an intervener or interested party: No 

Name: Carmela Clare 

City: Vancouver 

Province: British Columbia 

Email:   

Phone number:   

Comment: 
I am a resident of Procter, B.C. and a customer of Nelson Hydro. I am strongly opposed to all Nelson Hydro's planned 
rate increases, both the general increase, and the increases aimed at rural residents only. 

Has Attachment: 
True 
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Johana.Burysek
Nelson Hydro COSA



 

 

About Nelson Hydro 2021 General Rate Increase Application  

Letter to the BC Utilities Commission 

 

For ten years, I have owned a home in Procter, B.C. Before that I lived 

in the Lower Mainland, and before that in a suburb of metropolitan 

Winnipeg.  I have always thought that Hydro companies were responsible 

organizations that existed to provide electricity to their customers. 

 

Apparently Nelson Hydro is something else. What concerns me most, 

aside from the poor service which I have addressed in my letter on COSA 

and RDA, is Nelson Hydro’s lack of a board of directors to approve its 

budgets.  

 

As far as I can tell, Nelson Hydro is owned by the City of Nelson and 

its management is hired by the Nelson City Council.  

Historically, Nelson Hydro has provided power to the Procter area since 

1923 (http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/sgc-cms/expositions-

exhibitions/hydro/en/dams/index.php?action=bonningtonfalls). Quoting 

directly from this site:  

Nelson has benefited from owning its power infrastructure. Over the 

years, large civic projects have been funded through profits and 

savings acquired from the power plant such as the Civic Centre 

sports and event facility built during the Depression, the subsidization 

http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/sgc-cms/expositions-exhibitions/hydro/en/dams/index.php?action=bonningtonfalls
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/sgc-cms/expositions-exhibitions/hydro/en/dams/index.php?action=bonningtonfalls


of the Municipal Gas works and the Municipal Street Railway that 

wouldn't have survived without help from the city power revenues. 

Nelson Hydro is able to spend its profits however it pleases. In effect, 

my Hydro bill payment can be used for who knows what and at whose 

discretion? The more I read, the more confused I get. Nelson Hydro has lost 

my credibility. I do not trust the COSA. And I wonder who is responsible for 

signing off on such controversial projects as the Nelson Solar Garden. 

Until Nelson Hydro can prove it is not indiscreetly throwing its profits 

into anything besides providing good service to all its customers, it should 

not be allowed to increase its rates. I am grateful to the BCUC for allowing 

me to express my views. 

Sincerely, 

Carmela Mary Clare 

Procter, BC 

March 4, 2021 




