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Comment: 
I am a rural rate payer who will be hit with an unwarranted increase in electrical rates over the next 3 years on top of 
costs which are already high. 
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Johana.Burysek
Nelson Hydro COSA



BC Utilities Commission,     March 3rd, 2021 

Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 

Vancouver BC   V6Z 2N3 

 

Commission Secretary:  

Re: Nelson Hydro COSA and RDA 

As a rural rate payer for Nelson Hydro I am appalled that you are considering a 28% raise over three 

years for rural customers.  Electrical costs have risen steadily over the last number of years and this year 

in particular I am shocked by my power bills.  In fact I no longer use my electric heating and have gone to 

alternates because of the cost.  The idea of use costing 28% more is a financial challenge. 

Rural customers are continually affected by routine outages and loss of service and we make our own 

adaptations to this with supplemental power for freezers and heating.  The inconvenience and 

additional cost for this is a very real cost for rural residents and must be considered.  Proactive 

vegetation management is a given in this forested mountain area and a reality of providing service both 

in Nelson and outside the rural area.  Nelson Hydro claims that increasing rates supports increased 

reliability.  However the documentation shows that there is a proposed reduction in spending on the 

established vegetation management program in 2021 which implies that no impact on the rate change 

application.  While rural rate payers will pay significantly more we will continue to have to deal privately 

at our own expense with the inconvenient and routine outages we experience in rural areas. 

The situation for many years has been that all power (generated or purchased) is merged by Nelson 

Hydro and sold to consumers at the approved rate at a blended cost. Some purchased power is used by 

Nelson city consumers and Nelson Hydro sells surplus power back to Fortis from time to time. The 

power is blended and it is an artificial allocation to assume that rural or city consumption is separately 

purchased. 

If the power costs from both Nelson Hydro and Fortis were allocated to rural customers proportionally 

to the amount actually consumed, Nelson Hydro would be recovering 97% of its costs. That is well within 

the accepted rate of return accepted as standard for power utilities. As Nelson Hydro routinely shows 

significant annual surpluses, there is no need to change the current arrangements which provide a 

generous return to the City of Nelson. 

I do not believe these increases are warranted.  And I do not believe any increases based on the 

information presented attributes costs in a reasonable way.  Nelson Hydro is a local resource that should 

be providing for our local area.  The power plant itself is not in Nelson City but in our rural area and as 

such we should have full advantage of locally produced power. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Cathrine Leighland  

 




