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William J. Andrews 
Barrister & Solicitor 

Member of the Law Society of British Columbia 

70 Talbot Street, Guelph, ON, N1G 2E9 

Phone: 604-313-0089, Email: william.j.andrews01@gmail.com  

 

May 30, 2021 

British Columbia Utilities Commission  

Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 

Vancouver, BC, V6Z 2N3  

Attn: Patrick Wruck, Commission Secretary 

By web posting 

Dear Sir: 

Re: FortisBC Inc. Rate Design and Rates for Electric Vehicle Direct Current Fast Charging 

Service Application, BCUC Project No. 1598940 

BC Sustainable Energy Association (BCSEA) and Vancouver Electric Vehicle 

Association (VEVA) Comments per Exhibit A-17  

The Commission’s May 24, 2021 letter
1
 attached a “summary of public EV fast charging service 

in FBC’s service area as of May 2021” and invited written comments from FBC and interveners 

by June 3, 2021. In the oral submissions session on May 27, 2021, the Panel explained that it was 

looking for comments on FBC’s proposed rates in comparison with the rates offered by the other 

providers, as well as any comments on the accuracy of the information in Exhibit A-17.
2
 

BCSEA-VEVA’s comments on the information table are as follows: 

1. BCSEA-VEVA have not comprehensively double-checked the accuracy and 

completeness of the information.
3
 However, information appears to be sufficiently 

accurate and complete for BCSEA-VEVA to make the following general comments.  

2. FBC’s proposed rates ($0.26/min. for 50 kW; $0.54/min for 100 kW) are within the range 

of rates offered by providers of public fast charging service in FBC’s service territory, 

leaving aside as an outlier the free service offered by the Ministry of Transportation and 

                                                           
1
 Exhibit A-17. 

2
 T1:32, lines 3-15. 

3
 Electrify Canada’s prices shown in Exhibit A-17 (May 2021) are somewhat lower for high-

power charging at $0.57/min for 1-350 kW than Electrify Canada’s prices shown in Table 3-3 on 

page 19 of the Revised Application (September 2020) at $0.77/min for <125 kW and $1.07/min 

for <350 kW. Electrify Canada’s May 2021 price of $0.27/min for 1-90 kW is the same 

($0.27/min) as the previous price for <75 kW. In BCSEA-VEVA’s view, these changes in 

Electrify Canada’s prices for public fast charging do not weaken the observation that FBC’s 

proposed prices are reasonable compared to other providers’ prices. Further, Electrify Canada’s 

rates appear to be uniform across Canada. There is no evidence that Electrify Canada’s prices for 

its public fast charging service were changed in response to FBC’s proposed prices.  

Also, the information in Exhibit A-17 reflects partial completion of the swap of public fast 

charging sites in Nakusp and New Denver from FBC to BC Hydro and in Princeton and 

Keremeos from BC Hydro to FBC.  
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Infrastructure at one 25 kW site and one 50 kW site. This supports the conclusion that 

FBC’s proposed rates are reasonable compared to other providers’ prices and should be 

approved by the Commission.  

3. Of the public fast charging sites
4
 listed in Exhibit A-17, 21 are operated by FBC, four are 

operated by BC Hydro, two are operated by a government ministry, and five are operated 

by private sector providers. The private sector sites are in Kelowna, West Kelowna and 

Princeton, whereas the FBC sites are spread across the service territory. This is consistent 

with the Clean Energy Act s.18 and the GGRR s.5 encouraging FBC and BC Hydro to 

invest in eligible charging stations in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in BC, as 

stated by FBC in its Final Argument.
5
  

4. The May 2021 information in Exhibit A-17 indicates that Electrify Canada has dropped 

the $0.40/min idling fee that was shown in the September 2020 information in Table 3-3. 

This mildly weakens the suggestion that FBC should have an idling fee and is consistent 

with acceptance of FBC’s position that an idling fee is not currently required as it has not 

experienced idling issues to date.
6
 

5. All of the rates for public fast charging service shown in Exhibit A-17 are based on the 

time of charging, i.e., $/minute. This is consistent with the fact that energy-based rates for 

public fast charging service cannot be implemented at the present time.
7
 This supports 

FBC’s proposed $/minute rate design. 

6. The information in Exhibit A-17 (as of May 2021) is not legally relevant to the 

conclusion
8
 that FBC’s eligible charging stations meet the “site limit” criterion of a 

prescribed undertaking. This is because the municipal limit applies to the public utility’s 

reasonable expectation on the date it decided to construct the subject stations of the 

number of eligible charging sites that would be in the municipality when the subject 

stations would come into service. In any event, even setting aside the timing factor and 

conservatively assuming that the three non-FBC sites in Kelowna qualify as “eligible 

charging sites,”
9
 the information in Exhibit A-17 indicates only six sites in Kelowna 

(including FBC’s three) against the Kelowna site limit of 16.
10

  

                                                           
4
 To avoid confusion, it should be noted that the A-17 table uses the term “Stations” to refer to 

what the GGRR refers to as “sites.” The GGRR uses “stations” to mean “charging units.” 
5
 FBC Final Argument, para.12. 

6
 FBC Final Argument, para.95; BCSEA-VEVA Final Argument, para.55. 

7
 FBC Final Argument, paras.78-80; BCSEA-VEVA Final Argument, paras.42-43. 

8
 Revised Application, Exhibit B-5, Table 2-1, Stations in Limited Municipalities, p.9. 

9
 An “eligible charging site” means a site where one or more eligible charging stations are 

located. And an “eligible charging station” means a fast charging station that meets three 

criterion. Quaere whether the Tesla station meets criterion (c): “is capable of charging electric 

vehicles of more than one make.” Quaere whether the Electrify Canada station meets criterion 

(b): “does not require users to be members of a charging network.” 
10

 For the other two limited municipalities, Penticton and Nelson, the Exhibit A-17 information 

indicates no change in the number of sites. For Penticton: one eligible charging site, being the 
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All the above is respectfully submitted. 

Yours truly, 

William J. Andrews 

 

 

Barrister & Solicitor 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

FBC site, against a site limit of five. For Nelson: one eligible charging site, being the FBC site, 

against a site limit of two. 




