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William J. Andrews 
Barrister & Solicitor 

Member of the Law Society of British Columbia 

70 Talbot Street, Guelph, ON, N1G 2E9 

Phone: 604-313-0089, Email: william.j.andrews01@gmail.com 

 

July 5, 2021 

Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP 

855 - 2nd Street S.W 

Calgary AB T2P 4J8 

Attn: Terri-Lee Oleniuk 

By email: terri-lee.oleniuk@blakes.com  

Dear Ms. Oleniuk: 

Re: BC Hydro Public Electric Vehicle Fast Charging Rate Application 

B.C. Sustainable Energy Association/Vancouver Electric Vehicle Association 

Information Request No.1 to Suncor Energy Inc. 

Attached please find BCSEA-VEVA’s Information Request No.1 to Suncor Energy Inc., 

pursuant to the regulatory timetable set out in BCUC Order G-176-21 [Exhibit A-7]. A version in 

Word format will be provided separately. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

 

 

Yours truly, 

William J. Andrews 

 

 

Barrister & Solicitor 

Encl. 
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REQUESTOR NAME: BC Sustainable Energy Association and Vancouver Electric 
Vehicle Association 

INFORMATION REQUEST ROUND NO: 1 

TO: Suncor Energy Inc. 

DATE: July 5, 2021 

PROJECT NO: 1599190 

APPLICATION NAME: BC Hydro Public Electric Vehicle (EV) Fast Charging Rate 
Application  

 
1.0 Topic: BC Hydro Public Fast Charging Rates 

Reference: Exhibit C20-4, Suncor Evidence  

1.1 Suncor does not support the EV public fast charging rates proposed by 
BC Hydro in the Application. What rates for BC Hydro’s public EV fast 
charging service does Suncor support? 

1.2 Suncor’s subsidiary Petro-Canada charges 27 cents/minute for public fast 
charging in BC at power levels from 100 kW to 350 kW. Is that correct? If 
not please clarify.  

1.3 Please provide a table showing Petro-Canada’s EV charging prices by 
province. Please explain why the prices differ somewhat from province to 
province and address factors such as the cost of electricity supply and 
competition from other providers of public fast charging.  

1.4 Is it correct that BC Hydro’s proposed price for 100 kW public fast 
charging (27 cents/minute) is the same as Petro-Canada’s price for 100 
kW and higher public fast charging (27 cents/minute)?  

1.5 Does Suncor oppose BC Hydro’s proposed price for 100 kW public fast 
charging (27 cents/minute)?  

1.5.1 If so, why?  

1.5.2 If not, is Suncor’s main complaint that almost all of BC Hydro’s 
public fast charging stations are only 50 kW and the proposed 
price of 21 cents/minute for 50 kW service is less than Petro-
Canada’s (and BC Hydro’s) price for 100 kW and higher service? 

1.6 Does Suncor agree with BC Hydro’s proposal that the price for BC 
Hydro’s 50 kW service should be less than the price for its 100 kW 
service? If not, please explain why not. 

1.7 Suncor says BC Hydro’s 50 kW public fast charging stations are “out of 
date” because a large and growing proportion of electric vehicles can 
charge at rates above 50 kW. Suncor also says that “At BC Hydro’s 
proposed 50kW charging rate, it takes over 72 minutes to get full charge, 
with a 100kW charger helping to reduce charging time to 36 minutes.” 
[para.33] Please confirm, or otherwise explain, that for EVs capable of 
being charged at 100 kW or more it would be less expensive to use a 
Suncor 100+ kW station at 27 cents/minute than a BC Hydro 50 kW 
station at 21 cents/minute.  
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1.8 Please explain why Suncor says BC Hydro’s 50 kW charging stations will 
prematurely require additional future investment for upgrades and re-
assessment of power requirements well before the end of the charging 
station’s useful life. [para.30] Does Suncor believe that in the future most 
EV drivers will not use BC Hydro’s 50 kW chargers and will use 100+ kW 
chargers instead? If so, will this lessen Suncor’s concern that its 100 kW 
and higher service at 27 cents/minute service would be undercut by BC 
Hydro’s 50 kW service at 21 cents/minute? 

1.9 Suncor says that “private sector EV charging operators ... rely solely on 
income generated from the charger to operate and to approve continued 
investment.” [para.16] Is Suncor saying that Petro-Canada’s EV charging 
stations in BC rely solely on income generated from the charger to 
operate and to approve continued investment? Or does Petro-Canada’s 
EV charging network in BC rely in part on internal (corporate) cross-
subsidization and cross-marketing? 

1.10 Would Suncor agree that its 12 EV charging sites in B.C. are located 
along the most heavily traveled interprovincial corridor in the southern 
part of the Province, whereas BC Hydro’s charging sites are located in 
more disparate locations around the Province?  

1.11 Suncor says that in order to support growth in BC’s EV charging 
infrastructure and to stimulate greater investment from private companies 
such as Suncor BC Hydro should propose a rate for its sale of power to 
providers of public EV fast charging that removes demand charges and 
has higher energy charges. Suncor cites Hydro Québec’s “Experimental 
Rate BR” for charging stations. Suncor also points to BC Hydro’s optional 
Fleet Electrification Rates (Overnight Rate and Demand Transition Rate) 
for Large General Service customers. These optional rates were recently 
approved by the BCUC on traditional regulatory principles (a cost of 
service basis and an economic basis, respectively). Does Suncor have in 
mind that the new rate it would like BC Hydro to propose would be 
justifiable on traditional BCUC regulatory principles? Or is Suncor 
suggesting a rate that would be subsidized? If the latter, would the 
subsidy be from BC Hydro ratepayers or from the BC government?  




