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July 14, 2021 Terri-Lee Oleniuk 

Partner 
VIA ELECTRONIC DDS Dir: 403-260-9635 

terri-lee.oleniuk@blakes.com 

British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC  V6Z 2N3 

Attention:   Patrick Wruck, Commission Secretary 

83862/709 

Re: British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority – Public Electric Vehicle Fast Charging Rate 
Application – Project No. 1599190 (“Proceeding”) 

 Suncor Energy Inc. Response to BC Sustainable Energy Association and Vancouver 
Electric Vehicle Association (“BCSEA-VEVA”)  Information Request No. 1  

Dear Mr. Wruck: 

We act on behalf of Suncor Energy Inc. (“Suncor”) in connection with the above noted Proceeding. On 
July 5, 2021, BCSEA-VEVA issued Information Request (“IR”) No. 1 to Suncor on Intervener Evidence. 
Enclosed please find IR responses filed on behalf of Suncor. 

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 
the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Terri-Lee Oleniuk 

cc. Chris Hustwick, GM Legal Affairs Downstream Canada, Suncor Energy

C20-11

https://www.bcuc.com/Documents/Proceedings/2021/DOC_61736_A-2-G-89-21-Timetable.pdf
https://www.bcuc.com/Documents/Proceedings/2021/DOC_61736_A-2-G-89-21-Timetable.pdf
https://www.bcuc.com/Documents/Proceedings/2021/DOC_61736_A-2-G-89-21-Timetable.pdf
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BRITISH COLUMBIA UTILITIES COMMISSION 

British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority (BC Hydro) Public Electric 
Vehicle Fast Charging Rate Application 

Suncor Energy Inc. (“Suncor”) Response to BC Sustainable Energy 
Association and Vancouver Electric Vehicle Association 

 Information Request No. 1 
Date: July 14, 2021 

 

 
1.0 Topic: BC Hydro Public Fast Charging Rates 

Reference: Exhibit C20-4, Suncor Evidence  

1.1 Suncor does not support the EV public fast charging rates proposed by BC 
Hydro in the Application. What rates for BC Hydro’s public EV fast charging 
service does Suncor support? 

Response – See responses to BCUC information requests in sections 
6 and 7. 

1.2 Suncor’s subsidiary Petro-Canada charges 27 cents/minute for public fast 
charging in BC at power levels from 100 kW to 350 kW. Is that correct? If 
not please clarify.  

Response – Petro-Canada offers up to 100kW on CHAdeMO chargers, 
and up to 200kW and 350kW on CCS chargers, all priced at 
$0.27/minute; however we also offer a 50kW unit at $0.27/minute at 
our site located in Salmon Arm, B.C. Prices are all as of July 2021. 

1.3 Please provide a table showing Petro-Canada’s EV charging prices by 
province. Please explain why the prices differ somewhat from province to 
province and address factors such as the cost of electricity supply and 
competition from other providers of public fast charging.  

Response –  

Province Petro-Canada Rates for EV Fast Charging 
Service 

British Columbia $0.27/minute 

Alberta $0.33/minute 

Manitoba $0.33/minute 

New Brunswick $0.33/minute 

Newfoundland and Labrador $0.25/minute 

Ontario $0.33/minute 

Quebec $0.20/minute 

Saskatchewan $0.33/minute 

 

See responses to BCUC information requests in sections 7 and 10 for 
additional information regarding Suncor’s price setting methodology. 
Note that our pricing by no means reflects actual costs (accounting 
for utility, maintenance, software, or capital recovery) and is based on 
competitive rates within each market.  
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1.4 Is it correct that BC Hydro’s proposed price for 100 kW public fast charging 
(27 cents/minute) is the same as Petro-Canada’s price for 100 kW and 
higher public fast charging (27 cents/minute)?  

Response – BC Hydro’s proposed price for 100kW public fast 
charging (27 cents/minute) is the same as Petro-Canada’s price for 
our 50kW, 100kW CHAdeMO, and 200kW and 350kW CCS chargers in 
BC.  

1.5 Does Suncor oppose BC Hydro’s proposed price for 100 kW public fast 
charging (27 cents/minute)?    

Response – Suncor opposes BC Hydro’s proposed price for 100kW 
public fast charging ($0.27 per minute). See the responses to BCUC 
information requests in section 7. 

If so, why?  

Response – See the responses to BCUC information requests in 
sections 6 and 7. 

1.5.1 If not, is Suncor’s main complaint that almost all of BC Hydro’s 
public fast charging stations are only 50 kW and the proposed price 
of 21 cents/minute for 50 kW service is less than Petro-Canada’s 
(and BC Hydro’s) price for 100 kW and higher service? 

Response – This is not Suncor’s primary concern. Though we 
are of the view that a 50kW charger does not contemplate the 
rapidly changing and improving EV technology, we believe 
that BC Hydro’s proposed rate will lock investment in legacy 
1st generation 50kW charging technology. This does not 
provide adequate support to EV drivers encouraging adoption. 
Their single post, legacy 50kW charger model, will cause re-
investment soon before they recover their cost of capital from 
the initial build-out. See the responses to BCUC information 
requests in sections 6, 7 and 16. 

BC Hydro’s proposed investment in legacy 50kW chargers will 
discourage the required high-output, fast-charging equipment 
investment needed to encourage EV adoption and meet BC’s 
climate goals. 

1.6 Does Suncor agree with BC Hydro’s proposal that the price for BC Hydro’s 
50 kW service should be less than the price for its 100 kW service? If not, 
please explain why not. 

Response – See the responses to BCUC information requests in 
sections 7 and 9.2.  

1.7 Suncor says BC Hydro’s 50 kW public fast charging stations are “out of 
date” because a large and growing proportion of electric vehicles can 
charge at rates above 50 kW. Suncor also says that “At BC Hydro’s 
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proposed 50kW charging rate, it takes over 72 minutes to get full charge, 
with a 100kW charger helping to reduce charging time to 36 minutes.” 
[para.33] Please confirm, or otherwise explain, that for EVs capable of 
being charged at 100 kW or more it would be less expensive to use a 
Suncor 100+ kW station at 27 cents/minute than a BC Hydro 50 kW station 
at 21 cents/minute.  

Response – In theory, assuming both vehicles arrived with the same 
conditions (temperature, 20% state-of-charge), the 100kW+ charger 
would deliver more kWhs in less time. However, if the same vehicle 
arrived with a higher state-of-charge (70+%), the difference would be 
minimal. For the impact of state-of-charge on charging curves, please 
reference Figures 2 through 8 in Suncor’s evidence. Also see the 
responses to BCUC information requests in sections 9 and 13 for 
additional information. 

1.8 Please explain why Suncor says BC Hydro’s 50 kW charging stations will 
prematurely require additional future investment for upgrades and re-
assessment of power requirements well before the end of the charging 
station’s useful life. [para.30] Does Suncor believe that in the future most 
EV drivers will not use BC Hydro’s 50 kW chargers and will use 100+ kW 
chargers instead? If so, will this lessen Suncor’s concern that its 100 kW 
and higher service at 27 cents/minute service would be undercut by BC 
Hydro’s 50 kW service at 21 cents/minute? 

Response – See the responses to BCUC information requests in 
section 16 regarding future re-investment.  

Suncor believes that, in the future, a greater percentage of drivers will 
choose higher power charging infrastructure. This does not alleviate 
our concerns regarding the proposed rate of BC Hydro for 100kW 
chargers – see responses to BCUC information requests in section 7. 

1.9 Suncor says that “private sector EV charging operators ... rely solely on 
income generated from the charger to operate and to approve continued 
investment.” [para.16] Is Suncor saying that Petro-Canada’s EV charging 
stations in BC rely solely on income generated from the charger to operate 
and to approve continued investment? Or does Petro-Canada’s EV 
charging network in BC rely in part on internal (corporate) cross-
subsidization and cross-marketing? 

Response – Petro-Canada provides multiple amenities supporting our 
overall business including convenience store, car wash, restaurants, 
and petroleum sales. Petro-Canada is unable to confirm non-charging 
related revenue generated by EV drivers through these other 
services. With respect to the referenced quote, it is important to note 
that many private sector operators do not have the established 
infrastructure to generate other revenue streams. EV charging 
stations should be provided with the ability to generate revenue 
solely from the charging services.  

1.10 Would Suncor agree that its 12 EV charging sites in B.C. are located along 
the most heavily traveled interprovincial corridor in the southern part of the 
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Province, whereas BC Hydro’s charging sites are located in more disparate 
locations around the Province?  

Response – BC Hydro and Suncor EV charging locations are publicly 
available. Many BC Hydro locations are located along major highway 
routes, per available location services. 

We do not accurately maintain or have access to traffic information, 
or EV specific data regarding routes and frequency of travel to those 
locations.  

1.11 Suncor says that in order to support growth in BC’s EV charging 
infrastructure and to stimulate greater investment from private companies 
such as Suncor BC Hydro should propose a rate for its sale of power to 
providers of public EV fast charging that removes demand charges and has 
higher energy charges. Suncor cites Hydro Québec’s “Experimental Rate 
BR” for charging stations. Suncor also points to BC Hydro’s optional Fleet 
Electrification Rates (Overnight Rate and Demand Transition Rate) for 
Large General Service customers. These optional rates were recently 
approved by the BCUC on traditional regulatory principles (a cost of service 
basis and an economic basis, respectively). Does Suncor have in mind that 
the new rate it would like BC Hydro to propose would be justifiable on 
traditional BCUC regulatory principles? Or is Suncor suggesting a rate that 
would be subsidized? If the latter, would the subsidy be from BC Hydro 
ratepayers or from the BC government?  

Response – See the responses to BCUC information requests in 
sections 6 and 7 regarding pricing suggestions, metrics, and 
methodology for consideration.  

Suncor is highlighting the revenue challenges caused for private EV 
operators as a result of peak demand pricing in BC. See the 
responses to BCUC information requests in sections 4, 14 and 15. 

We believe that the peak demand rates are unjustifiable in the context 
of EV charging infrastructure and are meant for commercial and 
industrial applications. We note, by BC Hydro not recovering its costs 
(and previously providing free charging), they are receiving a subsidy 
that is unique to them and recoverable from all ratepayers, regardless 
of EV ownership. 

Suncor has insufficient evidence to determine if the Demand 
Transition Rate causes additional costs to BC Hydro or ratepayers, as 
the short-duration, high-power charging behaviour does not have the 
same demands as a long-duration, high-power electricity draw would. 
We have also proposed an increase to base electricity fees for EV 
charging operators to remove variability, while contributing to any 
added costs related to supporting short-duration, high-power peaks.   

Additional information regarding our position can be found in the 
responses to BCUC information requests in section 7. 




